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liars, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Wi se, Wood, and Yorke.—90. 


e CHAIR voted in the affirmative, so that the 
motion was carried. 
So further proceedings on the call were dispersed 
With. 

And the question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
ApamMs— 

Mr. MERIWETHER rose to a question of or- 
der, and submitted that the motion of Mr. Apams 
Was not now in order, on the ground that the 55th 
rule req tired that all petitions, Semerine, resolu- 
tions, &c. which gave rise to a debate, should lie 
over for one day. Mr. M. here read the rule for 
the information of the House. 

fhe SPEAKER said that the motion of Mr. 
Apams to refer the petition was in order; but if the 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Meriwetuer] 
avowed his wish to debate the question on the mo- 
tion of reference, the petition would lie over. 

Mr. MERIWETHER said he certainly intended 
to debate it. 

The SPEAKER said the petition would then go 
over unless the Liouse should otherwise order. 

Vir. WISE submitted to the Speaker whether 
the petition wonld not go over ax a matter of course, 
unless the rule were suspended by a vote of two- 
trirds. 

The SPEAKER so decided. 

Mr. ADAMS thereupon observed that the 
Speaker and the House would soon find that if 
they would allow these petitions to be referred, they 
would savea great deal of time and a great 
of trouble. 

And after a brief conversation between Messrs. 
MERIWETHER, ADAMS, BRIGGS, and ihe 
SPEAKER, the petition and motion of reference 
were ordered to lie over one day. 

Mr. ADAMS also presented a petition praying 
for the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
Jumbia, or, as the alternative, for the removal of 
the seatof Government {rom this place. 

The SPEAKER having decided that, under the 
rule, the first part of the petition could not be re- 
ceived, 

Mr. ADAMS moved the reference of the alterna: 
tive portion of the petition to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. BARNARD suggested a select committee, 
with no desire, he said, to be himself a member of 
it. 
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SDA Y, DECEMBER 23, 1841. 
Mr. MER 
on the table 
Mr. ADAMS asked the 
were refused 

Mr. ADAMS asked for 
dered. 

And the vote, being taken stood—ayes 66, noes 
47. 

[No quorum voting; but the moti 
the table was 
rative. } 

Mr. AD AMS presented a number of other 
tions on the Sa ae oO} abolition, 


were raleeed under the rule, while 


ETHER moved to lay the motioa 


s and nays; which 





trlers; which were or- 


yn to lay on 
understood to be decided in the affir- 


peti- 
seme of which 
several others, 


containing other subjects besides abolition, were 
laid over on the motion to refer them to a select 
committee, ana on notice given of an intention to 


debate the questic n of reterence. 
petitions were several praying for the recognition 
of the independence of Hayt', and r-monstrating 
against the aunexation of Texas to the Union. 
Vexas, Mr. A. said, had very properly been repu- 
diated by this Government, rejected, so that there 
was no danger from that quarter; but as these pe- 
titioners seemed to think differently, he would move 
the reference of the peiilions. 

Abolition petitions, and petitions which contain- 
ed other subjects besides abolition, were presented 
by Messrs. SatronstaLt, Fintmore, Hunt, Bar- 
warp, G ATES, and Joun G. Ftoyp; which were re- 
ceived, and treated in like manner. 

Petitions were further presented— 

From Rhode Islan fae Rir. CRANSTON. 


Among these 








From Connect ieut. —Messrz. BOARDMAN and 
TRUMAN SMITH. 
From Vermont. ~Klessrs. YOUNG and MAT- 


TOCKS 
From New York.—Messrs. WOOD, FT 
FILLMORE 


mo Ain -‘Tlanhnnes Dotiitan ff tnhahitante 
Oy wr. GORDON: uwijon OL Inna ints oO 


ry NTH 


uU NT, and 


I } 
Oneonta, Butternutts, New Berlin, and Sherburn, 
1 the counties of Olzego and Cy 
fsiate of New York, for the esiabli 

] ad from One: Sherburn.] 


nia to si 
[By Myr. remonstrance of 


navgo, in the 
sh nent of a post 


Honr: A 
d fifteen others, 


Rectus 
legal voters cf Hossick, 
Rensselaer county, New York, against any rule, 
regulation or law infringing the right of petition: 
moved to be referzed to a tee, and 
laid over.] 

(Mr. Fittmore (addressing the Speaker) said 
he understood the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the finances had not yet been sent in. 

The SPEAKER said it had no 

Mr. FILLMORE, on leave given, intreduced a 
bill making appropriations for the Ene ses- 
sion of Congre which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. ] 

Petitions from New York we 
ec by— 

Messrs.GORDON, BARNARD, GATES, LINN, 
and J.G. FLOYD. 

Mr. BOWNE moved that the Iiouse adjourn; 
but suspended his motion. And 

Mr. LEWIS, on 
solution, which was ad 

Resolved, That 
the Agricu!tural 
ing, the 15th inst. at 4 o'clock. 

And then, the qu:stion on the motion of Mr. 
Bowne having been put j 


ang agreed to— 
The House adjurned. 


lurch ar 


lecl comml 


re further present- 


leave, offered the following re- 
opted: 
the use of this Hall be granted to 


Convention on to-morrow even- 


IN SENATE, 


Waepnespay, December 15, 1840. 
The Senate met at 12 o’eloek. 
fr, CALHOUN and Mr. PRESTON, Senators 


from the State of Se 
seats. 

The journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. EVANS presented the petition of Robert 
B. Lewis, praying the reimbursement of certain 
money paid by him into the Treasury for the re- 





rolina, appeared in their 
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i the patent, which reissue was refused to 
be made to him by the Commissioner of the Patent 
Office; which was refersed to the Committee on 
Patents, and the Patent Office. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from ci- 
tizsns of Welland, Niagara county, New York, 
praying Congress, so far as they may consider it 
wise and expedient, to intercede with the British 
Government for ihe liberation of the American 
citiz*ns now pbessyath Van Dieman’s Land. 

lso, the peiil tion of Maria M. Brooks, heirs of 
Daniel Neal, deceased, praying to be allowed se- 
ven years’ half pay, to which their ancestor was 
entitled as an oflicer in the continental army during 
the Revolutionary war; which was referred to the 
Comnaittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also the memorial of Mr. A. Whitehead, 
collector of the customs in the district of Key 
West, in Florida, praying that the accounting offi- 
cers of the Treasury be Sather ized to allow him a 
credit for the amount of two debentnres issued and 
paid by him whilst exercising the office of collector, 
on the exportation of a quantily of jerked beef: 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the memorial of the 
heirs and assignees of Windsor Brown, Walter 
Brooks, William Brent, and others, officers in the 
Virgmia State line, in the Revolutionary war, 
praying that the bounty Jands to which their ances- 
tors were entitled, and of which they were de- 
prived by an impropriety in the mode of executing 
the surveys, may be granted to them, or that their 
equivalent be paid to them in money; which was 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. B UCHANAN presented the petition of 


3 ne 
issue 


late 


Wiiliam Baird, and others, of Pittebury Pennsyl- 
vauia, connected with the navigation o f the west- 
ein waters spraying the ere ction of suitable hespi- 


tals npon th ‘e waters 
on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of James H. Davis and others, 
citizens ef Pitisburg and Allegany, Pennsylvania, 
praying a! n appropriat ion for the erection of ma- 
rine hospitals at suitable p ints on the Western 
waters: referred to the Committee on Com- 
meree. 

Also, the memorial of the 
merce of the city of Philad 
struction of piers on 


referred to the Commiitt-e 


Chamber of Com- 
elphia, praying the con- 

fy the western side of the Dela- 
ware river, near the mouth of Christiana creek; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com. 
merce. 

Mr. BAYARD presented two memorials from 
the citizens of the State of Delaware, praying the 
same object as above; which was similarly re- 
ferre d. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, it was 

Ordered, That the petition ‘of the heirs of Robt. 
H. Saundevs be taken from the files o@ the Senate 
and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Also, the petition of the legal representatives of 
Richard Harris and Nimrod Farrow be taken from 
the files of the Senate and referred to the Commit. 
tce on Claims. 

Oa motion of Mr. MILLER, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Jonathan Freeman 
be taken from the files of the Senate and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, 

O dered, That the petition of John §. Billings, 
and the petition of Wareham Kingsley, be seve- 
rally taken from the files of the Senate and refer- 
red to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented the petition of a 
number of citizens of Oitowa county, in the State 
of Michigan, praying an appropriation for the con- 
struction of a pier at the mouth of Grand river, in 
said State: referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, 

Ordered, That the documents relating 'o the 


claims of Benjamin Murphy and Richard ¥. Banks, 
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be severally y re ‘erred 1 to the C 


Affairs. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petiton of Mary 
Gould, widow of a deceased revolutionary soldier, 
prayibe a pension: referred to the Commitiee on 
Pensions. © 

Mr. KING presenied a preamble and resoijutions 
passed by the General Assembly of the State of 


Alabama, requesting the Senators and Representa- 
tives of said Sate in Congress, to procure the es- 
iablishment of a Jand district within the territory 
Jately aequired from the Cherokee Indians, or the 
annexation of that territory to the Coosa land dis- 
trict; also, a reduction of the minimum price ct 
the public lands: referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Also, the preamble and resolutions passed by the 
Ge neral Assembly of the State of Alabama, in- 
structing the Senators and requesting the Repre- 
sentatives of said State in Congress to use their 
exertions to effect such a change in the existing 
laws relating to postage, as will conform to the 
rates of posiage to the decimal currency of 
ceuntry: referred to the Committee on Post Office 
ard Post Roeds. 

Mr. PORVER presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of Detroit, Michigan, praying an 
appropriation for the ¢onstruction of a harbor at 
Southport, on Lake Michigan: referved to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Daniel Murray 
and Isaiah Spencer be taken from the files of the 
Senaie, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roas. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Henry Fry be ta- 
ken from the files of the Senate, and referred 
the Commitiee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. BARROW, it was 

O- dered, Tivat Andrew Armstrong have leave to 
withdraw his memorial from the files of the Se- 
nate. 

Mr. BAYARD submitted the following r 
tion, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be insiructed to inquire into the expediency of abo- 
lishing the revenuc cutters, and of employing a part 
of the navy in that service. 

Mr. MERRICK, on leave, and agreeably to no- 
tice given heretofore, introduced a joint resolution 
authorizing the transfer to the State of Maryland 
of the stock in the Chesapcake aad Ohio Canal 
Company held in the name of the United S ates; 
which was read the first, and by special order the 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

The following bills, agreeablyto notice hereto- 
fore given, were introduced on leave, read the first 
time, and by special order the second time, and re- 
ferred to appropriate commitiees, as follows: 

By Mr. EVANS: A bill to authorize the pay- 
meat of equi able commissions to the agents or at- 
torneys of persons in whose favor awards have 
been made under the several treaties between the 
United States and foreign powers, which awards 
have been reained in the Treasury in payment of 
debts due the United States: referred to the Com- 
mitiee on Finance. 

By Mr. PRENTISS: A bill to authorize the 
payment of invalid pensions in certain cases: 

A bill for the relief of Thankful Reyholds: 

A bill for the relief of Esther Johnson, widow 
of Col. James Johnson, of North Carolina, de- 
ceased; and 

A billfor the relief of Huldah Tecker; which 
bills were severally referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

By Mr. WHITE: A bill makirg appropriations 
for the completion of the Cumberland road through 
the States of Obie, Indiana, and Illinvis: referred 
to the Committers on Roads and Canals 

By Mr. HUNTINGTON: A bill to refund to 
Noah Miller and others part of the proceeds of the 
sale of the British sloop Mary: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. PORTER: A bill supplementary to the 
act to provide for the adjustment of title to lands 
in the town of Detroit, in the State of Michigan, 
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Sommittee on Indian || and for other purposes; which Mr. P. moved to 


be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. LUNN objected to such reference, and con- 
fended tha lar bills bad been referred to 
the Committes on Private Land Ciaims. Some of 


like charac'er introduced by himself had such re- 
ference; but after some conversauion between 
Messrs. PORTER and LINN, the bill was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of certain companies of Mi- 
chigan Militia: referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

A bill for the relief of Ovid P. Lacy: 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. FULTON: A bill in relation to dona- 
tions of land to certain persons in the State of Ar- 
kansas; 

Also, a billto setile the title to certain tracts of 
land in the State of Arkansas; 

A!s9, a bill for the relief Samuel Norris and Fre- 
derick Saugram; 

Also, a bill for the relief Henry Wilson; which 
bills were severally referred to the Committe on 
Public Lands. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Ephraim Dixon; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. PIERCE introduced bills with the following 
titles: 

A bill for the settlement of the 
Hampshire against the United Sx 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

A billin favor cf Mary Snow: 
mittee on Pensions 

A bill for the relief of John McClanahan. 

A bill granting a pension to Margaret Jamison: 
referred to the Commitiee on Pensions. 

A bill to equalize the pay of the Army, and for 
other purposes: referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

By Mr. MOUTON: A bill to authorize the Le- 
gislature of the State of Louisiana to sell the lands 
heretofore appropriated for the use of schools in 
that State; and 

A bill to revive an act entitled an act to enable 
the claimants to lands within the State of Missouri 
and Territory of Arkansas, to institute proceedings 
to try the validity of their claims, approved 26th 
Mav, 1824; and an act amendatory of the same, 
and extending the provisions of said acts to claim- 
ants to land within the States of Louisiana and 
Mississippi; which bills were severally referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands 

By Mr. LINN: A bill to create a new land dis- 
trict in the State of Missouri, and to change the 
boundary of the Southwestand Western land dis- 
trict in said State. 

Also, a bi!l to continue in force the act for the 
final adjustment of Jand claims in the State of Mis- 
souri, approved 9h July, 1832, and the act sup- 
plementary thereto, approved the 2d March, 1833. 

Also, a bill to confirm (o the heirs of Joseph 
Thomas, sen. deceased, their claim to a tract of 
land in the State of Missouri; which bills were se- 
verally referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Also, a bill for the relief of James H. Rolfe; and 
a bill for the relief of Adam Steward; which were 
severally referred to the Committee on Claims. 

iso,a bill for the relief of Jaques Bonard, Alex- 
ander Coleman, and their heirs and legal represent- 
alives. 

Also, a bili for the relief of Sebastian Butcher, 
and the heirs and legal representatives of Bartho- 
lomew Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peter 
Bloom; which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Nathaniel Pryor, de- 
ceased; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. KING: A bill to authorize the settle- 
ment and payment of certain claims in the State of 
Alabama; referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, a bill for the relief of certain settlers on 
the public lands who have been deprived of the be- 
nefit of the acts granting pre-emption rights, ap- 
proved 19th June, 1834; referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 


Also, a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 


referred to 


claims of New 


ates: referred to 


referred to Com- 
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tive of John Scott; 
Indian Affairs. 
THE PRINTING OF THE SENATE. 

The following resolution, introduced yesterday 
by Mr. Mancum, was taken up, viz: 

Resolved, Phat a Standing committee of the Se- 
nate be appointed, to whom shall be referied every 
question on the printing of documents, reports or 
other matter, transmitted by either of the Exeeu- 
tive Departments, and all memorials and petitions 
accompanying documents, together with all other 
matter, the printing of which shall be moved, ex- 
cepting bills originating in Congress, resoluiions 
offered by any Senator, and motions to print, by 
order of the standing committees of the Senate, of 
reports, documents or other matter pertaining to 
the subjects referred to suchcommittees by the Se- 
nate; and it shail be the duty of such committee on 
printing to report in every case, in one day, or 
sooner, if practicable. 

Mr. MANGUM remarked that he deemed it un- 
necessary to say any thing in su; port of the reso- 
lution, the object of whichis to economise; and he 
presumed that it would meet wah no objection in 
any quarier. 

Mr. KING had no great objection to the provi- 
sions of the reso'ution; but he would suggest to the 
Senator from North Carolina that, in excluding 
the printing of certain papers, an exception be 
made to communications sent to Congress through 
the representatives of the sovereign States. He 
supposed that such communications would not be 
numerous, and, as a consequence, the printing of 
them would not be attended with much expense; be- 
sides, there was a kind of courtesy due towards 
the States of the Union, which, he trusted, would 
not be disregarded by altogether refusing to print 
ihe expressions of their will. 

Mr. MANGUM was perfectly willing to accept 
the modification suggested by the Senator from 
Alabama, an would amend his resolution by in- 
serting, after the words “‘resolutions offered by any 
Senator,” the words ‘‘and communications from the 
Legislatures of the respective States.” 

The resolution, as amended, was agreed to, and 
the committee ordered to consist of three members, 
to be appo nied by the Chair. 

The resolu ion of Mr. Barrow, introduced yes- 
terday, as follows, was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
inform the Senate what amount of public lands 
has been surveyed ard is for sale in Louisiana; 
and, also, what quantity has been advertised by 
proclamation, and afterwards suspended, and the 
reason therefor. 

The resolution of Mr. Linn, introduced yester- 
day, as follows, came up in order, and havicg been 
read, was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instrucied to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for improving the navigation of 
the Ohio, Mississippi, and Missouri rivers, by the 
removal of snags, trunks of trees, and other ob- 
structions in their bodies, which annually destroy 
a great number of steamboats, and other water 
craft, and a vast amount of produce and merchan- 
dise. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, reported back, without 
amendment, the bill for the relief of John Smith, 
of Arkansas. 

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

On the motion of Mr. RIVES, so much of the 
President’s message as relates to foreiga affairs was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, se much of 
the President’s message as relates to commerce, be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On the motion of Mr. MANGUM, so much of 
the message as relates to the navy, was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs: 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, 

Ordered, That so much of the President’s mes- 
sage as relates to the pnblic lands, be referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

On the motion of Mr. SIMMONS, so much of 
the message as relates to manufactures was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

On the motion of Mr. BAYARD, so much of the 


referred | to the ‘Committee on 








message as relates to the District of Columbia was 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
Jumbia. 

On the motion of Mr. MERRICK, so much of 
the message as relates to the Post Office was refer- 
red to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, that so much as re- 
Jates to Indian Affairs be referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. WOODBURY submitted the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
fixing by law the number of officers in each rank, 
of men, and of vessels in commission, suitable for 
a peace establishment for the Navy, and of regu- 
lating such establishment like thatfor the Army, 
so as not to be changed except under express pro- 
vision made by Congress. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, there being no fur- 
ther business before the Chair, 

The Senate adjourned till to-morrow at 12 
o’clock, 








EOUSK OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenpnespay, December 15, 1841. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. RANDOLPH asked to be exeused from 
service as amember of the Committee on Re. 
trenchment, assigning as his reason for the motion 
the fact of his being a member of two other com- 
mittees, which would impose upon him arduous 
and laborious duties, 

Tae motion being agreed to, Mr. R. was 
cused. 

By general consent, Mr. FILLMORE, from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, reported the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee cf Ways and 
Means be authorized to employ a clerk for said 
Committee. 

Mr. F. said he had reported the resolution by the 
unanimous voice of the committee, and he was 
convinced that the committee could not get on to 
its own satisfaction nor to the benefit of the House 
without a clerk. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON had a word to say on 
the motion. For many years noclerk had been 
employed by any of the committees of the House. 
He saw no good reason why the committees should 
have clerks. If indeed the members were not able 
to write, there might be some reason for it. 

Mr. WELLER asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. BIDLACK asked for information as to the 
fact whether the committee was accustomed to 
have the services of a clerk? which inquiry was 
responded to affirmatively. 

The question on the adoption of the~resolution 
was then taken and decided in the affirmative. 

On leave, Mr. FILLMORE, from the Commit- 
teeof Waysand Means, reported a bill making 
appropriations in part for the civil department for 
the year 1842; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that this bill contained 
only provision in part for the expenses of the ses- 
sion; and, as there were no funds on hand in either 
Houre, he hoped the House would indulge him by 
going into committee now and passing it. 

The suggestion having been acceded to, 

The House resolved into Committee of the Whole 
on the State of the Union, (Mr. Pops, of Kentucky, 
in the chair ) 

The bill having been read, and no amendment 
having been offered thereto— 

The committee, after a brief explanation be- 
tween Messrs. FILLMORE and CUSHING, roze 
and reported the bill to the House; where, 

By unanimous concent, it was read a third 
time, and passed. ; 

Mr. GIDDINGS asked leave at this time to offer 
a resolution authorizing the Committee of Claims, 
(of which he is chairman,) to employ a clerk. 

Mr. BOWNE objecting, the resolution was not 
received. 
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for in the 
order of the States, commencing (where thé call 
was suspended by the adjournment of the House 
yesierday) wth the State of New York; and were 
presented by the following members: 

From New York: Messis. WARD,J.C. CLARK, 
BABCOCK, BLAIR, FERRIS, RIGGS, CHIT- 
TENDEN, BREWSTER, BOWNE, SANFORD, 
DOIG, OLIVER, and VAN BUREN. 

[Mr. Otiver presented a remonstrance of 101 
legal voters in Yates couniy, New York, against 
the adoption of any rule, vote, or usage, infringing 
the right of petition: referred to a select committee: 

Petition of 100 legal voters in Yates county, 
New York, asking the repeal of al} laws ccmpel- 
ling the Free States, the Federal Government, or 
the nation, to countenance, protect or aid the insti- 
tution of slavery: referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Petition of 101 legal voters in Yates county, 
New York, asking the removal of the seat of Go- 
vernment tosome place where slavery does not 
exist: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Petition of 104 legal voters in Yates county, 
New York, asking the abolition of slavery in the 
Territory of Florida: rejected.] 

(Mr. Bascock presented the petition of Samuel 
Johnson, of Orleans county, New York, for a Re- 
volutionary pension, 

Also, the petition of Osias 8. Churek, of Orleans 
county, New York, praying compensation as de- 
puty marshal for taking 6th census. 

Also, the peti,ion of Janas Woodward, for Revo- 
lutionary pension. 

Also, a petition fer an appropriation fora har- 
bor at the mouth of Oak Orchard creek, in Or- 
leans county, New York, signed by 363 inhabit- 
ants of said county. 

Also, the petition of William Hisecck, for pen- 
sion for Revolutionary services. 

[By Mr. J. ©. Crarx: The petitition of Ran- 
dall and York, sureties of Silas Holms«s, deceased, 
for relief, &c.] 

[By Mr. O-nonne: The petitions of Ellen Tur- 
ney, of Esther Parrott, of Huldah Farlow, of Cla- 
rissa Turney, and of George A. Wiuslow.] 

[By Mr. Cyarrrennen: The petition of Jere- 
miah Kimball, for arrears of invalid pension. 

Also, the petition of Molly Lapham, the widow 
of Charles Tne!, for a Revolutionary pension. 

Also, the afiidavit of Nathaniel Jobnson, in sup- 
port of the petition of Mary Johnson, ihe widow of 
David Johnson, a revolutionary soldier, for a pen- 
sion. ] 

From New Jersey: Messrs. AY 
DOLPH, and HALSTED. 

From Pennsylvania: Messrs. JAMES, 
LAND, PLUMER, LAWRENCE, 
WESTBROOK, C.J. INGERSOLL, EDWARDS, 
BIDLACK, MARCHAND, NEWHARD, COOP. 
ER, W. W. IRWIN, and J. R. INGERSOLL. 

[Mr. Plumer presented a petition numerously 
signed by citizens of the northwestern counties of 
Pennsylvania, for an appropriation to construct a 
harbor at the mouth of Elk Creek on Lake Erie; 
referred to Committee on Roads avd Canals. 

Also,a petition for a mail route from George- 
town, Mercer county, to Evansburg, Crawford 
county, Pennsylvania; referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Marcus Paulding, a soldier 
of the last war, fora pension; referred to Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a petition to constructa fortification at Erie 
city, Pennsylvania; referred to Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Also, a petition foran appropriation to improve 
the harbor ot Presque Isle,on Lake Erie; referred 
to Committee of Ways and Means.] 

[Mr. Marcaann of Pennsylvania presented 
the following petitions: 

Nancy McConnell, the widow of a Revolution- 
ary soldier, for a pension. 

George Shaeffier, a soldier of the late war, for a 
pension. 


Ann Hunter, widow of a Revolutionary soldier, 
for a pension. ] 


[By Mr. Henry: The petition of Benjamin 
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Foster, of Mercer county, Pennsylvania,. praying 
for an increase of his pension. 

Also, the petition of a number of ci‘izens of But- 
ler, Armstrong, and Claron counties, in Pennsyl- 
Vania, praying for a mail route from Butler, Penn- 
sylvania, to Emtenton, in Venango county, by way 
of Norta Washington. 

Also, the petition of Thomas Stratton, of Beaver 
county, Pennsylvania, praying for remuneration 
for services in the Revolutionary war. 

Also, the petition of John Spear, of Mercer 
county, Pennsylvania, praying for a pension on 
account of military services in the Indian war un- 
der General Wayne, by which from exposure he 
lost bis health. 

Also, the petition of a number of the citizens of 
Beaver, Butler, and Mercer counties, praying that 
the slave trade may be abolished in the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. Henry also ofdered the following petitions 
to be referred, under a resolution of the House: 

The petition of William Scott, of Beaver county, 
Pennsylvania, praying fora pension on account 
of extra exposure and loss of health in the late 
war, 

The petition of Simon Carley, of Beaver county, 
Pennsylvania, a soldier of the Revoluticn, praying 
to be placed on the pension list. 

The petition of John Butts, of Dauphin county, 
Pennsylvania, and other heirs of Captain Hawe 
kirs Boon, an officer of the Revolution, praying 
for commutation under the resolution of Congress 
of 1780.] 

[By Mr. Cooper: The petition of Gen. Thomas 
C. Miller, praying to be allowed damages for a 
violation of contract by the United States relative 
to “*Friend’s Ore Bank,” near Harper's Ferry, in 
the State of Virginia. 

Mr. Cooper also asked that peti'ion and pa- 
pers of Samuel R. S'aymaker and Co, be taken 
from the files, 2nd referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Alvo, that the papers and documents relating to 
ihe claim of the heirs of Major Brooks, of Penn- 
sylyania, pe tolen from the files, and referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

[By Mr. Tonanp: The memorial of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, of Philadelphia, asking to be re- 
imburved for the amount which they have already 
paid for the maintenance of the lighton the Dela- 
ware breakwater; and that an appropriation be 
made for the permanent maiatenance of said light, 
and for the repair of the piers at Reedy Island, in 
the river Delaware. 

On motion of Mr. Totanp, all petitions of citi- 
z-ns of Pennsylvania asking for the erection of a 
new custom house at Philadelphia, and all docu- 
ments relating thereto presented during the 25th 
and 26:h Congresses, were taken from the fies of 
the House, and referred to tae Committee on Com- 
merce. 

<{By Mr. Wm. W. Irwin: The memorial of 
Wm. Baird, J. Purry, and Alex. Baird, the master 
and crew of the sieambeat Messerger*and divers 
other cit'z>ns connected with the navigation of the 
Western wa‘ers of the United States, setting forth 
the deep interest with which they have witnessed 
the national sympathy in their welfare expressed 
by the act of Congress of 1837, contemplating the 
ereciion of suitable hospitals in the range of their 
voyages, and respectfally petitioning Congress for 
the speedy compleuon of the benevolent plan. 

Also, the memorial of George Miltenberger and 
upwards of 405 other inhabitants of the cities of 
Pittsburg and Alleghany, in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, in favor of the appeal contained in 
the foregoing memorial ] 

[Among the papers presented in the Housefof 

Representatives on the 15th inst. were two addi- 
tional documents in support of the claim of 
Jacob Boston, of Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, for 
services rendered up the Mediterranean, in the 
year 1803. On motion of Mr. Biptack they 
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were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. ] 
From Maryland: Mesers. WM. C. JOHNSON 
and WILLIAMS. 
[By Mr. Wn. C. Jounson: The petition of sun- 
dry citizeas of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, 
praying the establishment of a National Foundry, 
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[Mi ti PKIN l \ hilst upon the i P. he 
would, in obedience to what he believed to be the 
very general desire of hisc ituents, give notice 


his intention to ask leave to-morrow to 
duce a bill to repeal ‘An act to establish a ani- 
form system of bankruptcy throughout te United 


States,” approved Aug. 19th, 1841, 
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{[Mr. Cores dressed the House as follows: 
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people, but they emphatically deny that its leading 
features have ever been 4 led against. They 
condemn in st ¢ terms the Distribution and the 
Bankrupt laws, which they desire to be repealed. 
They also protest against establishment of a 
National Bank, as repudiated by the framers of 
the Constitutiog, as unnecessary for the proper ad- 
ministration of the Govern it, and as dangerous 
to the interests and liberties of the people. And 
ihey furiber repr nt tha e evils suffered from 
the state of the currency at exchanges have re- 
sulied from an unsound ba tem, by which 
the snecie standé of #3 2s been departed 
from, ani that itis the daty of Congress to pre- 
serve thats'andar?, which al! experience proves is 
the best and only proper lator ef the currency 
and the exchaneer. T views are, in my opi- 
nion, entitled to the serious consideration of the 


House, and I move that the paper I send 
Clerk, be laid on the table and be printed.” 
Obj ction being made, the question was taken on 


to the 
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piinting, and was lost. The proceedings were 
laid on the tab'e.] 

From Nerth C na: Me:srs. WILLIAMS 
and GRAHAM. 

Pri Sonth Carolinas Mr. CAMPBELL. 

From Georgia: Messrs. KING and MERIWE.- 
THER. , 

From Ken'ueky: Mossrs. BOYD. BUTLER, 


SPRIGG, TRIPLETT, and UNDERWOOD. 

[By Mr. Triererr: A resolution, which was 
alopted, directing the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing certain post roads in the counties of 
Davies and Hancock. 

Mr. Trip.ert also presented the petition of Ma- 
ra L, Nonrse, widow and I representative of 
Joseph Nourse, deceased.] 

From Tennessee: Messrs. McCLELLAN, 
NTRY, ARNOLD, C. H. WILLIAMS, J. 
WILLIAMS, and TURNEY. 
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[Mr. Josern L. Wittiams presented the follow- 
ing: 

Tne memoria! of Thomas A. Russell, asking in- 
demnity for property lost in the service of the 
United States. Referred to the Committee on 


Claims, 

The memorinl of Joseph J. Martin, praying Con- 
gress togrant hima pension on account of disability 
nevrred inthe service of the United States. Re: 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. ] 

[By Mr. Arnoip: The petition of James Faller, 
of Jefferson county, in the State of Tennessee, 


an officer of the late war, praying an arrearege of 
pension. 
Also, the petition of Thomas Collins, of Wash- 


ing’on county, Tennesse, a soldier of the late war, 
praying to be placed upon the roljl of invalid pen- 
sioners, 

Also, the memorial of Joseph Brown, of Green 
county, Tennessee, one of thedeputy collectors of 
the direct taxes, praying to be relieved from an im- 
proper assessment of property, that certain 
moneys improperly collected from him, as such col- 
lector, may be refunded} 


From Ohio: Messrs. C 


and 


MORRIS, J. HAS- 


TINGS, S. MASON, MORROW, COWEN, 
DEAN, MEDILL, ANDREWS, GIDDINGS, 


PENDLETON, RIDGWAY, GOODE and MA- 
THIOT. 

[By Mr. Gipnixa:: The following petitions 
for a repeal of all laws regulating or sanctioning 
the transportation of slaves upon the high seas, and 
to pass laws protecting the rights of all persors 
claimed or held as slaves, who are constitutionally 
entitled to their freedom, by going to sea with the 
consent of their masters, beyond the jurisdiction of 
the State in which they are held as slaves, viz: 

Of 22 electors of Ashtabula county, Ohio. 

Of 50 elecwys of Rome, Ohio. 

Of 62 electors of Morgan, Ohio. 

O’ 110 electors of Po'and, Ohio. 

Of 21 electors of New Smyrna, Ohio; all of 
which lie over. 

Aiso, the petit 22 elec'ors of Painesville, 
Ohio, for the removal of the seat of Government to 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Also, of the same, for entering into commercial 
relations with Hayti. 

Also, the following petitioas for the repeal of all 
laws of the United States by which the people of 
the free States, the General Government, or the na- 
tion, are inany wav implicated or bound to coun- 
tenance, protect, or in any manner aid in support- 

¢ cntinuing the institution of slavery, or 
in keeping human beings ina state of slavery, viz: 

Of 50 electors of Rome, Ashtabula county, 
Ohio. 

Of 62electors of 

Of 110 
Obio. 

Of 22 electors of Ashtabula, Ohio. 

Of 21 elec'ors of New Smyrna, Ohio.] 

[Mr. Ringway presented three petitions from 
147 c'tizens of Delaware and Marion counties, in 
the State of Ohio, praying Congress to open com- 
mercial regulations with the Government of Hayti, 
on a footing which the most favored nations are 
recognised by the United States. They were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
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Also, four petitions from 193 citizens of Ohio, 
from the same section of country, askirg in re- 
spsciful terms, for the repeal of the 2lst Rule of 
the Honse of Re-resentatives; which petitions 
were laid over to be referred to a committee on 
the subject, should one be appointed, under a 
question which is now pending before the House.] 

From Louisiana: Mr. MOORE. 

[8y Mr. Moore: The petition of 52 inhabitants 
and ship masters of the district of Teche, praying 
thata light boat may be placed at the entrance of 
Atchefalaya bay. 

he resolutions of the City Councils of La- 
fayette, relative to the port of New Orleans, with 
map. 

The petition of B F. Glasscock and 29 others, 
inhabitants of Black river, against confirming the 
claim of Louis Bringier. 

Also, of James Stewart and 75 others, citizens of 
Caldwell, praying some imediate decision by Con- 
erest in r.lation to the Maison Rouge claim. 

lso, of A. Cherieres, of Louisiana. 

The evidence in relation to the claim of Fran- 
cois Gousontin. 

The evidence relative to the claim of A. de 
Meziere. 

The papers and dcenments relative to the claims 
of Mahle and Coble, Littleton Baily, and Richard 
Green 

The communication of Henry Bry, esq. of 
Lonisiana, relative tothe enulture of silk, 

The testimony relative to the Caddo treaty, taken 
by order of the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
under an order of the Houre of Representatives, 
before R V. Marye; together with testimony taken 
under the same commission before C. E. Gre- 
neaux. 

The peiitionof Andrew Armstrong, late navy 
agent at Lima, Peru. 

“On motion of Mr. Moors, the fellowing peti- 
tions were taken from the fites, and referred to the 
Committee cn Private Land Claims, under the 
general rule: 

Petition of James Cob} 

Petition of i 
tian. 

Petition of the heirs of Bernard Dauteriere. 

Petition of Charles F. Noyrit. 

Petition of Joseph Roy, of Louisiana, and pa- 
pers therewith. ] 

From Indiana: Messrs KENNEDY, THOMP- 
SON, WALLACE, and CRAVENS. 

From Mississippi: Mr. THOMPSON. 

[Mr. Tuompson gave notice that he would here- 
after ask Jeave to intreduce a bill entitled an act to 
repeal the first seven sections of the act entitled an 
act to distribute the proceeds of the public lands 
and to grant pre-emption rights. 

From [inois: Messrs. CASEY, REYNOLDS, 
and STUART. 

[Mr. ReyNnoxps presented the papers, memorials 
and petitionsipraying a continuance of the National 
road from Vandalia west, throug’ the State of II- 
lincis, by Greenville, in Bond county, to Alton, on 
the Mississippi river, and a location on this route 
and no other. 

Also, the resolution of the General Assembly of 
Ijlinois, praying for a bounty in land io the United 
States Rangers and other troops engaged in the late 
war with Great Britain. 

Also, a petition fora mail route in Illinois, from 
Vienna, in Johnson county, to Cairo, in Alexander 
county. Referred to the appropriate committee. ] 

[Mr. Caszy presented the petition of Adam 
Mitchell, of Coles county, Hlinois, praying the pas- 
sage of a law to compensate him for the amount of 
Continental money in his po-session. } 

{Mr. Sroart presented the petition of David 
Lindsey and others, citizens of Sangamon county, 
Illinois, praying the establishinent of a mail route 
from Springfield to Carroliton, Llinois, 

Also, the petition of Philip Pearce and others, 
praying thata pre-emption right may be granted 
to him on a tract of land therein named.] 

From Alabama: Messrs. HOUSTON 
CHAPMAN. 

[Mr. Payne presented a preamble and joint 
resolutions ef the Legis!ature of Alabama, desiring 
the passage of a Jaw so adjusting the rate of post- 
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age upon letters and papers as to conform to the 
existing law of the United States. Mr. P. 
these resvlutions were somewhat of a private cha- 
racter, and might not, from that fact, be received 
by the House. As they referred, however, to the 
general subject of reducing the rate of postage up- 
on letters and papers, he had thought proper to pre- 
sent them, and moved a reference to the Com:nit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. ] 

[Mr. Cuapman presented a memorial of the Ala- 
bama Legislature, asking that the lands lying south 
of the Tennessee river, in Jackson county, may be 
annexed to the new land district propos:d to be 
established in the Cherokee country. 

Also, a memorial and sundty petitions of cer- 
tain cilizens of Benton county, praying that they 
may be allowed other lands in licu of those of 
which they have, as pre-emptors, been deprived 
by the location of Indian reservatio as. 

Also, the memorial of the Alabama Legislature, 
asking the establishment of a new land office in the 
Cherokee cession, or to annex the country to the 
Coosa land district, and remove that office to the 
centre of the Cherokee lands—whichever course 
will most speedily bring said lands into market. 
Mr. C. said he hoped the House would pardon him 
for calling on the Committee on Pablic Lands (to 
which said petitions. and memoriais were referred) 
to act as early as possible on the subject of the 
Cherokee lands. It has been more than six years 
since that country has been purchased, and more 
than three since the. Indians have been removed. 
The settlers have, disectly and through the Legisla- 
ture, often and over, asked that the lands may be 
brought into market; and the Siate of the public 
Treasury is such as to require the money that will 
be realized by the sales; and yet, sirange to say, he 
(Mr. C.) has hitherto been unable to have the sub- 
jectconsidered. He now entreated the committee 
to act upon it, and act speedily, so that a land of- 
fice may be opened, that the settlers may be able to 
enter and comp!ie their titles to their lands, under 
the existing pre-emption law of 1840]. 

From Missouri.—Messrs. MILLER and ED.- 
WARDS. 

(Mr. Mitter of Missouri presented the follow- 
ing memorials from the Legislature of his State, 
and petitions from various citizens residing therein, 
viz: 

A memorial from the Legislature of Missouri, 
asking Congress to pass a Jaw authorizing the sale 
of certain fractional Jands in said Sitate—presented 
December 15, 1441, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

A memorial from same, asking Congres: to make 
appropriations by law for the defence of the west- 
ern frontier—presented December 15, 1841, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

A memoriai from the same, asking Congress to 
pass a law refunding to the State of Missouri the 
amount of money expended by her in expelling the 
Osage Indians from the Sate, who had invaded the 
same with hosiile intent in the year 1837; presented 
December 15, 1841, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Two petitions; signed by John Brown, L. Gerret, 
William Smith, and others, asking Congress to pass 
a law establishieg certain post roads therein men- 
tioned and described, in Saline county, Missouri, 
presented December, 1841, and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Petition of James Jackson and others, of Platte 
county, Missouri, praying Congress to pass a gene- 
ral prospective pre-emption Jaw, and to establish a 
new land disirict in the northwestern section of 
Missouri, to include what is called the Piatie covn- 
try, and to be cajled the Piattle Land Disiriet; pre- 
sented December 15, 1841, and referred te the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Petition of John P. Campbell, receiver of public 
moneys at Springfield, Missouri, praying Congress 
to pass a law allowing him a credit on the books of 
the Treasury of the United States for $200, being 
the amount of a Treasurer’s receipt received by 
him in payment of a certain tract of land enterei 
by Hugh Boyd; presented December 15, 1841, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Petition of James Reid, of Saline cognty, Mis 
Rouri, praying Congress to pass a law authorizing 
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the Commissiuner of the General Land Office to 1s 
a patentin his name, as assignee of Henry 
Miller, for a certain tract of land therein described; 
presented December 15, 1841, and reterred 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Petition of S. Wilson, Henry Barnis, and Ande 
son Davis, justices of the county court of Van Bu- 
ren county, Missouri, praying C a 
law authorizing the county court of said coun'y to 
enter certain lands therein ceszribed, and for the 
reasons assigned, for the use of said @cunty, at the 
registei’s office at Lexington, Missouri; presented 
December 15, 1841, and referre 
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to ihe 


an 
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ngre:s lo pass a 


he Commitice 
on Public Lands. . 
Petition of J. Tuggle, A. Easby, and others, of 
Van Buren county, Missouri, asking ihe passage of 
a law by Coagress to authorize the count 
said county to enter certain lands therein described, 
for the use of the county, for reasons assigned and 
set forth in the petition; presented December 15, 
1841, and referred to the Committee Pubhe 
Lands. 


Petition of Jcel Powell, L. J. Francis, and oihers, 
praying Congress to pass a law changing the pest 
road from Independence, in Jackson county, to 
Warrensburg, in Johnson county, Missouri, so as 
to pass by Jacob Greiga’s store, in Jackson coun'y; 
presented December 15, 1841, and referred to the 
Cummitiee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Petition of Wilson P. Hunt, of Missouri, pray- 
ing Congress to pass a law, requiring the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office to issue a patent 
in his name, as the lega! representative of the 
grantee, for ove league :quare of land in said 
state, for the reasons and considerations set forth 
in the petition: Presented Pec. 15th, 1841, and 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Petition of E. Borye, G@. White mb), and 
citizens of Scott county, Missouri, proy-ng Con- 
gress to pass a law appropriatiog a sufficient sum 
of money to drain certain marsh and other inun- 
dated lands, belonging to the United States, and 
situate in their immediate vicinity, or to cede to 
the connty sucha portion of those lands as will ena- 
ble it to reclaim the same: Presented Dec. 15th, 
1841, fand referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. ] 

{Mr. Epwarns of Missouri presented a memo 
rial of the General Assembly of the State of Mi: 
souri, requesting a donation of certain swamp 
lan’s, in Seottand other counties, to said State. 

A memorial, requesting the construction of a 
military road on the northern line of the State of 
Missouri. 

A memorial requesting the construction of a 
military road across the Big Swamp, in Scott and 
other counties, in the State of Missouri. 

A memorial, asking the interposition of Con- 
gress in procuring the removal or mitigation of 
foreign revenue restrictions upon tobacco, for the 
purpose of increasing the demand for that article. ] 

From Arkansas: Mr. CROSS. 

[Mr. Cross presented the following petitions, to 
wii: Of John Bevan, of Phill'pscounty, Arkansas, 
praying a grant of three hundred and twenty acres 
of land; aud of twenty-three citizens of Marcy 
county, in said State, praying the establishment of 
a post route; and alss a memorial of the Legisla- 
ture of said State, praying the passage of a law 
authorizing a relinquishment of the right to the six- 
teenth section of the public Jands therein, and the 
location of other lands in lieu thereof, for the use 
of schoo}s; and praying, also, that a donation of 
four sections of land, including the Hot Springs 
in said State ] 

[Mr. Cross gave notice that, on to-morrow, or 
as soon thereafter as by the rules of the House the 
opportunity is afforded, he willask leave to intro- 
duce the following bills, to wit: A bill to establish 
aboard of commissioners to hear and examine 
claims against the United States; a bill 'o increase 
the jurisdiction of the United States District Court 
for the State of Arkansas and for other purposes; 
anda bill to authorize the Legislature of the State 
of Arkansas to seli the lands heretcfore appro- 
priated for the use of schools in that State.] 

From Michigan: Mr. HOWARD. 

{A number of petitiogs presented in the course 
of the day were laid over for debate. | 
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{By the requestoi Mr. Lowe: 

The peti nof John Ho n and other owners 
of the schooner Cod Hook, of Bluehiil, Me. fo: 
an allowar ( hing beunty; th etition of 
Wiiliam F rich ah ser owners of the schooner 
Joan a, ¢ f Eltsw hb, Me. for th me; an 1 the 

i Knight, owner of t chooner 
nort, Me. { the sam h the 
ery, Were take fro the fil y 
Commit on Commerce, 
jcest of the same, the petition of 
and ether citizens of Greenfield, 
ithe county of Hancock, Me. praying for the 
ablishment oi a mail route or post read from 
Milford, in the county of Penobscot, to Greenfield; 


and the petition of Jacob Stevens and other citizens 
of Crawford, in the cou Washington, Me. 
praying for the establishment of a mail reute or 
post road from Machias, or East Machias, to that 
place, were taken from the files, and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, by the request of the same, the petition of 
Henry Dorr, praying for a pension for services 
rendered the United States during the Revolu- 
tionary war, was taken from the files, and referred 
to the Commiitee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
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Also, by the request cf the same, the petition of 
William Poo!, and accompanying papers, praying 
for a pension for injuiries received while in the 
service of the United Siates during the Jam war, 
was taken from the files, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions.] 

Among the petitions were a number on the sub- 
ject of abolition, whith were refused under the 
Qist rule, and a number of petitions which, con- 
taining other subjects besides abolition, the gentle- 
men presenting them ecntended could be received 
and referred without violating the rule. These 
last, however, were Inid over, on notices given oi 
an intention to debate the question of the propriety 
of their reception. 

THE PUBLIC MONEYS. 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Select Committee on 
the Plan of Finance recommended in the Presi- 
dent’s message, introduced the following resolution; 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
required to communicate to the House the pian of 
finance referred to and recommended in tae mes- 
sage of the President of the United States at the 
present session of Congre 

And then the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuourspay, Dec. 16, 1841. 

Mr. HENDERSON of Mississippi, appeared in 
his seat to day. 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives, announe ng the passage of an act by 
that body, making apprepriation, in part, for the 
civil department of the Government, for the year 
1842 

The bill was then taken up and read 

Mr. EVANS moved that it should have a 
second reading by its title, and there being no ob 
jeciion, it was read the second time. 

Mr. EVANS had another favor to ask of the 
Scnate—that is, that they proceed to its considera- 
tion forthwith, thatit might be placed on its pas- 
Sage. 
Mr. KING objected. He did not approve of 
the course suggested by the Senator from Maine. 
It would be better if the bill was allowed to take 
the tsual course. It onght to be referred to the 
Commiitee on Finance. Congress had for year 
been too much in the habit of meking partial ap- 
propriations in the veginning of each for 
nothing more than the payment of the members 
themselves. In the mean time business on, 
and for months many of the oflicers of the Govern 
ment and their families are left without the mear 
of support. Was it not as necessary to provide 
payment for those public servants and the 
dants on the civil list, as ior members of Congress? 
Why, then, did not the commitiee with which th 
bill originated inciude in the appropriation svffictent 


provision to pay the salaries of Government officers 


Ssion 


g0es 


nen. 


and the civil list? Was it not as easy to make 
that provision, as one for the per diem and mileage 





wall 





of memt ) 
trusted a sens 


ot Coberess? 


ly it Was; and he 
justice would prevail, and that 


Sure 


@ Of 


the public officers would not be thrown into the 
bands of brokers and shavers, to raise, at exorbi- 
tant mterest, the necessary means for the support 
of their families, while waiting for the general ap- 


propriation b cf Congress, 
come up til February next. 
the bill be referred to the Committe 
with instractions to amend it by a provision roe - 
those entitied to compensation for their service 

well as members cf Congress. Due reflection and 
a sense of justice would demand this cow 


Mr. EVANS said if th 


which might not 
He wouid ask that 
ittee on Finance, 


re 


mollon require ‘unaui- 


mous consent, he should not olject to the reference 
to the Committee on Finanee. Une word, how- 
ever, It Was necessary (0 say in reply to the Sena- 
tor from Alabama. The bili before the Senate 
came from the House of Representatives. It be- 
longed to the Senate to consider it. The bill did 


not originate here, and the very 
of by the Senator already existed. 
appropriation was needed to pay not only mem 
bers, but for other purposes. The contingent fend 
was exhausted, and debts con'racied a year since, 
for fuel, printing, and like purpe see, were not now 
paid, and could not be paid until the bill before the 
Senate had pas:ed. Those io whom these debis 
were due were liable, as the Senator from Alabama 
had said, to be subjected d to the shaves of brokers 
and others. If, be owever, objections were made to 
the consideration of the bill at this time, he weuld 
move its reference to the Committee ou Finance. 
Mr. KING was not disposed to protract the de- 
bate, but he could not “" elp saying that there were 
many reasons why the estimates of the Depart- 
ments ought to be the firs t thing laid before Con- 
gress each session. It was necessary to know the 
amount required for the public service before en- 
tering upon matters of icgislation which might af- 
fect thatamount. It was no less necessary that 
the necessary appropriations should be promptly 
made for the discharge of the obligations of the 
Government. But if the estimates were no: here, 
how did this bill originate for an appropriation in 
part for the civil list?) It was equaily wel! known 
that the other public servants were to be paid their 
salaries. One thing he desired, and that was, that 
while disposed to meet the wants of themselves, 
members of Congress should also pay some atten- 
tion to those dependent for their means of sub- 
sistence on the prompt and just action of Con- 
gress. It was urged that the contingent fund 
was nearly exhausted, and that heavy claims 
agains’ it remained outstanding for more thana 
year. If the fund has been exhausted, and the 
public creditors left in the hands of brokers and 
chavers, every one knows that it is in consequence of 
the extraordinary proceedings of the extra session. 
Much might be said on this subject; but at present 
he only desired that, while members of Congress 
are taking care of themselves, they should also take 


evil complained 
A part of the 


care of those who have equal claims for their 
services. He hoped the bill would be referred to 
the Committee on Finance, and that when the 


committee is making its report, it will recommend 
a provision such as he had suggested for the pay- 
ment of those dependent on the Government. 

Mr. EVANS moved the reference of the bill to 
the Committee on Finance; which was agreed to. 

THE PRINTING OF THE SENATE. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the 
annuall report of the Secretary of the Senate with 
regard to the contingent fund; which was, on the 
motion of Mr. WHITE, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KING said that if he was not mistaken in 
his interpretation of a resolution which was adoptea 
yesterday, all communications of this kind must go 
to the Committee on Printing; and that this report 
was not one of those which were to be printed with- 
out such reference. 

Mr. MANGUM then moved a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the report was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WHITE remarked that it appeared to him 
that they were taking a great deal of trouble fora 
trivial end; and, as a commiltee was not yet raised 
on the subject of printiag, he could see no propriety 
in reconsidering the vote. 
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Mr. KING said that the subject was a matter of 
very litt'e importance, but he was of opinion that 
the resolution which was adopted yesterday should 
either be abandoned or adhered to, as it was a re- 
gulation of the Senate. 

Mr. SEVIER saw no necessity for the reconside- 
ration of the motion to print. It was of little im- 
portance either way. 

The question was the n taken on the motion to re- 
consider, and it was decided in the affimative. 

The question now recurring on the motion to 
print, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky inquired whether the 
Commitiee on Printing had yet been appointed. 

Tae PRESIDENT pro tem replied in the nege- 
live, and remarked that the committee would be 
appointed in the course of the day. 

Mr. CLAY said that that being the case—al- 
though the report should now be prinied—it would 
be better to wait until the appointment of the com- 
mittee—which he considered a very imporiant one 
—which could decide wheiher or not the report 
came within the termsof the resolution. 

Mr. WHITE then withdrew his motioa to print 
the report. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Wilson 
P. Hunt, praying the confirmation of his title toa 


tract of Jand in the State of Missouri; which 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 


Mr. LINN presented the petition of a number 
of the ichabitants of the northwestern section of 
the State of Missouri, praying the establishment of 
a Jand office at Plattsburgh, in that State ; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Pablic 
Lands. 

joe the petition of James Kiser and Barnet 

ley, praying to be allowed the right of pre-emp- 
i toa tract of land in the State of Missouri; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Mr. YOUNG presented two petitions from citi- 
zens of the counties of Sangamon, Logan, Dewitt, 
and McLean, in the State of Illinois, praying the 
establishment of a mail route; which were referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also, two memorials from the citizens of Win- 
nebego county, Illinois, praying that the ‘Polish 
claim” to certain lands in that county may be va- 
cated, and the right of pre-emption secured to the 
settlers upon the same; which were referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of John S. Day, a Canadian 
refugee, praying an allowance of bounty land for 
his services as a volunteer in the late war with 
Great Britain; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CHOATE presented the petition of Thomas 
Harrison, an officer in the Jate war with Great Bri- 
tain, praying an increase of his pension, to take 
effect from the cate of his disability; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented the petition of John 
D. Gibson, praying to be allowed a credit in the 
setilement of his account of a commission on the 
disbursement made by him of the public money, 
whilst performing the duties of a purser in the 
navy; which was referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs 

Mr. WOODBURY presented the memorial of 
Johan F. Sarchet, praying that a dispute between 
him and the Secretary ef the Treasury as to the 
payment of the specific duty on certain importa- 
tions, may, by an act of Congress, be brought be- 
fore the Supreme Court of the United States for 
settlement; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, it was ordered 
that the petition of DeForest Manice be taken 
from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. That tne petition ef 
Esther Lefferts be taken from the files, and refer- 
red to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, it was ordered 
that the petition of the representatives of Gustavus 
B. Horner, be taken from the files of the Senate, 
and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. That the petition of the executor of 








Thomas Griffin, and the memorial of the heirs of 
Everard Meade, be taken from the files and seve- 
rally referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, it was ordered that 
the petition of the representatives of Joseph Mor- 
riss, be taken from the files of the Senate, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, it was ordered that the 
petition of the heirsof Philip Barbour be taken 
from the files of the Senate and referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims; and the peti- 
tion of the heirs of Thomas West, and the peti- 
tition of the heirs of Francis L. B. Goodwin, be 
taken from the files, and severally referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, it was 
ordered that Anthony Gale have leave to with- 
draw his petition and papers from the files of the 
Senate. 

On motion of Mr. KING, it was 

Ordered, Tthat Stokes and Purdom have leave 
to withdraw their petition and papers from the files 
of the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, it was 

Ordered, That James McCally have leave to 
withdraw his petition from the files of the Senate. 

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

Mr. EVANS moved thatso much of the mes- 
sage as relates to finance be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. In making this motion, he 
did not wish to be understood as wishing to em- 
brace that part of the message relating to a fiscal 
agent; because, if Senators desired, it could be re- 
ferred to a select-commitiee. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, it was ordered 
that so much of the President’s message as relates 
to military affairs, be referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, it was ordered 
that so much of the message of the President of the 
United States as relates to the judiciary, be referred 
to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. PRESTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate, with as 
little delay as possible, the plan of a Fiscal Agent 
of the Government mentioned in the President’s 
message, communicated at (he commencement of 
the present session of Congress. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for removing the obstructions in 
Rock river and the Desmoines Rapids, in the Mis- 
sissippi river. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

The following bills were introduced on leave, 
agreeably to notice heretofore given, read the first, 
and by special order a second time by their titles, 
and referred to appropriate committees; viz. 

By Mr. BARROW, a bill to increase the com- 
pensation of the Judge of the United Siates Dis- 
trict Court for the District of Louisiana: referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, a bill to provide for the payment of the 
balance due to the State of Louisiana, for raising 
and equipping a regiment of volunteer militia, mus- 
tered info the service of the United States in 1836, 
for the Florida war: referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

OREGON TERRITORY. 

Mr. LINN introduced a bi!! to authorize the 
adoption of measures for the occupation and settle- 
ment of the Territcry of Oregon, for extending cer- 
tain portions of the jaws of the United States over 
the same, and for other purposes; which, having 
been read twice, was 

On the motion of Mr. LINN, referred to a spe- 
cial committee, to be appointed by the Chair. 
Messrs. Linn, Wacker, Preston, and Sevier 
constitute four of the committee—the other not 
known. 





THE DISTRIBUTION BILL. 
Mr. LINN also gave notice that he would, at 
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the earliest moment, ask leave to introduce a bill 
to repeal the act distributing the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands to the States. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana introduced a bill to con- 
firm to the State of Indiana the lands selected by 
her in lieu of the lands reserved by the reserva- 
tions under the treaties of 1837 and 1839, with the 
Miami Indians: ‘referred, with accompanying do- 
duments, to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

By Mr: KING: A bill for the relief of the Selma 
and Tennessee Railroad Company: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands 

By Mr. YOUNG: A biil for the relref of Ephraim 
Sprague; which was, with the accompanying dccu- 
ments, referred to the Commiitee on Claims. 

THE PEACE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NAVY. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Woopsury yesterday, was taken up and advupted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of fix- 
ing, by law, the number of officers in each rank, of 
men, and of soldiers in commission, suitable for a 
peace establishment of the navy, and of regulating 
this establishment like that for the army, so as not 
to be changed, except under express provision made 
by Congress. 

The bill for the relief of James Smith, of Arkan- 
sas, was taken up, as in Commitice of the Whole, 
and read. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, explained the nature of 
the bill. It was to allow the person named the pri- 
vilege of entering lands in lieu of a tract which 
was entered at the wrong land office. The law 
upon the subject of erroneous entries, provides for 
the refunding of the purcha:e money. But the 
law could not do full justice in this case. The 
purchaser, Smith, made many improvements on 
the land, and had it under cultivation. He had 
lived on it for some time, when the same tract was 
entered in another and the proper land office by 
another person, who claimed the land, and ejected 
Smith, thus depriving him of his land and im- 
provements. The Government has had the use of 
the money without interest, and this bill goes to 
allow Smith a privilege beyond the law in conside- 
ration—that is, to enter other lands in lieu. 

Mr. FULTON explained further, that it was by 
a change in the land districts that the error was 
made. 

There being no motion to amend the bill, it was 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

Mr. LINN gave notice that he wonid, at an 
early day, ask leave to introduce a bill to erect a 
hospital in the city of Washington. 

Mr. BENTON moved that when the Senate ad- 
journed, it would adjourn to meet on Monday next. 
Agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, 

The Senate adjourned till Monday next, at 12 
o'clock. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Taurspay, December 16, 1841. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO asked leave to introduce a 
resolution providing that the Clerk pay to Wituiam 
Smita the usual compensation and mileage of a 
member for the extra session. [Mr. Smira is the 
gentleman who contested the election in the Cul- 
peper District, Va.and who now represents that 
district in the House. } 

Objection being made, the resolution was not re- 
ceived. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, a Committee 
on Enrolled Bills on the part of the House was or- 
dered to be appointed. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana gave notice that 
he would to-morrow ask leave to introdice a bill 
to provide for the construction of the Cumberland 
Road through the States of Ohio, Indiana, and IIli- 
nois. 

Petitions and memorials were then called for, 
(commencing where the call was suspended by the 
adjournment of the House yesterday,) and were 
presented by the following delegates: 

From Florida: Mr. LEVY. 

(Mr. Levy offered the following resolutions, 
which lie over one day under the rule: 





1. Resolved, That ‘the Committee on Pablic 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of so amending the existing provisions of the laws 
regulating pre-emptions, as to afford relief to bona 
fide settlers upon lands suoposed to belong to the 
public do.nain, but which have been subsequently 
confirmed by courts to private claimants, or lo- 
cated under acts of Congress by eS . eerie? 
or reserved for public uses; and, also, afford 
relief to settlers who have been prevented, by 
reason of Indian hostilities, from perfecting thei- 
pre-emption rights. 

2. Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation to improve the naviga- 
tion of the Apa! achicola river, in the Territory of 
Florida. 

3. Resolved, That the Committee on the Territo- 
ries be instructed to examine into the propriety of 
making further appropriati¢ yn for tbe completion of 
the Capitol building at Tallahassee, in Florida. 

4. Resolved, That the Commitice on Commerce 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the following purposes: 

For the improvement of the bar and harbor of 
Apalachicola. 

For the improvement of the bar and harbor of 
the bay of Appalachee and St. Mark’s river. 

For the improvemenl of the bar and harbor of 
St. Augustine. 

For the improvement of the bar and navigation 
of St. John’s river. 

And, also, for placing additional buoys at the en- 
trance of the harbors of St. Augustine, St. John’s, 
Key West, Suwannee, Tampa, St. Mark’s, St. Jo- 
seph’s, Apalachicola, St. Andrew’s, and Pensacola. | 

From Wisconsin: Mr. HENRY DODGE. 

[Mr. Donas, Delegate from Wisconsin, gave n0- 
tice of a motion for leave to introduce a bil! for the 
construction of harbors at the towns of Milwaukie, 
Racine, and Southport, in the Territory of Wis- 
consin; also, a bill for the improvement of the na- 
vigation of the Neenah and Wisconzin rivers, in 
the said Territory. ] 

From Iowa: Mr. A. C. DODGE. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and said, that as it ws 
apparent that the chief business of the House must 
be delayed until the message of the President had 
been disposed of one way or another, he hoped the 
House would consent now to take it up and dis- 

ose of it. 

Mr. ADAMS made a few remarks, of the pur- 
port of which nothing was heard by the Reporter ; 

When, on motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the 
rules were suspended for the purpose of taking up 
the message; which being before the House, 

Mr. FILLMORE offered the following resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved, That so much of the annual mes- 
sage of the President, with the accompanying do- 
cuments, communicated to this House on the Tih 
instant, as relates to the subjects of controversy and 
negotiation between this Government and Great 
3ritain, and also so much thereof as relates to our 
relations with other foreign nations, be referred to 
the Commiitee on Foreign Affairs. 

2. Resolved, Vhat so much thereof as relates to 
the suppression of the African slave trade, and so 
much thereof as relates to the removal of causes 
involving our international obligations from the 
State to the Federal Judiciary, and also so much 
thereof as relates tu the regulation and restraint of 
Executive power in removals from office, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

3. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to 
the sixth census, and the apportionment of Repre- 
sentatives to this House, be referred to the Select 
Committee on that subject. 

4. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to 
the finarces of the Governngpnt, be referred to the 
Commiitee of Ways and Means. 

5. Resolved, That so much thereef as relates to 
the tariff, be referred to the Committee on Manu- 
factures. y 

6 Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to 
the plan of finance, be referred to the select com- 
mittee on that subject. 

7. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to 
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the army, fort: fications. and the Florida \ war, be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

8. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to 
the navy and maritime defences of the country, be 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

9. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to 
the Post Office establishment, be referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 

10. Feselved, That so much thereof as relates to 
the Smithsonian legacy, be referred to the select 
committee on that subject. 

11. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to 
the District of Columbia, be referred to the Com- 

mittee on the District of Columbia. 

mr. WISE would like to have from the honora- 
ble chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means an explanation with regard tothe extent 
of jurisdiction he prescribed to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, as we! as to the select commit- 
tee on the plan of finance. He saw that by the 
resolutions just read, it was proposed to refer the 
general subject of finance to the Commitiee of 
Waysand Means, and the plan of finance referred 
to inthe President’s message to the select commil- 
tee raised on that subject. The explanation he 
wanted, was this: Was the select committee to be 
confined to the plan of finance alone, without con- 
sidering whether it can be altered or not? How 
were they to consider it? 

Mr. FILLMORE did not suppose that there 
would be any contlict between the two committees, 
with regard to the extent of their jurisdiction. He 
supposed that the Committee of Ways and Means 
would be confined to that portion of the President’s 
message, to be found in page eight of his eopy, 
which related to the receipts and expenditures of 
the Treasury, while ths Select Commnittee would 
consider that portion of the message relating to the 
plan of finance recommended by the President as 
well as the currency generally. 

Mr. WISE observed that he then supposed 
that the Select Committee had the general subject 
of currency under their charge, and that if they did 
not choose to report on the plan of the President, 
they might report another, or alter or modify it. 
The House would of course have the power to 
modify or amend it. 

Mr. FILLMORE did not know, he said, how 
the House might decide. His object had heen to 
submit to the Select Commitiee the particular fiscal 
plan; but he had not supposed that the committre 
would be precluded from making amendments, or 
that the reference was so broad that the House 
would be precluded from bringing up the subject 
inanother shape, should itthink proper. He had 
no disguise about the matter, and wished the 
Houses to dispose of it as they chose. 

[Mr. W. C. JOHNSON suggested to Mr. 
FitLMonge an amendment in the resolutions, pro- 
viding that all such parts of the documents accom- 
panying the message, as referred to the establish- 
ment of a National Foun ry, be referred to the Se- 
lect Commitiee already raised on that subjeet. Mr. 
Fitrctmore said he had no objection. ] 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped that the resolutions would 
be taken up regularly in their order. 

Mr. ATHERTON called for the reading of 
the resolution which proposed to refer to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures so much of the Message 
as related to the tariff; which having been read, 

Mr. A. remarked that he had supposed that if a 
tariff was to be laid for the purpose of revenue 
alone, and not for the protection of manufactures, 
the proper reference of that subject would be to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. Heretofore, 
whenever the question came up with regard to thé 
disposition of this portion of the President’s mes- 
sage, those who were willing to vote for a tariff 
for protection, and to lay daties for the ex- 
press purpose of encouraging domestic manu- 
factures, and not for revenue alone, had generally 
been in favor of referring it to the Committee on 
Manefactures; while, on the other hand, those who 
supposed that a tariff shou'd be laid on!y for re- 
venue, had voted for referring it to the Financia! 
Committtee. In order to the question, he 
would move to strike out Committee on Manu 


factures, and insert Committee cf Ways and 
Means. 
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Mr. TiILLINGHAST rose and 
Chair, whe 
Mr. EVERETT 


addressed the 


ubmitted to the Speaker 


sp ,asa 
question ol order, that the resolut ; must be 
taken up iu their o! ler, and the guesucn put upon 
them. 

The SI -EAKER said that the jue-tion would be 
taken on ali the resolutions, unless a division wa 
called i 

Mr. R 


HE PT ca! 1 for a division on each reso- 
luton, which was ordert 


nn : — 
ihe quesuon Was ihen laren on 


tion, waich was adopted, as | We: 

1. Resolved, Thai so muchof the Annual Mes- 
sage of the President, with the accompanying docu- 
ments, communicated to this -iouse on the 7th 
inst. as relaies tu the subjects of controversy and 


negotiation between this Government and Great 
Britain, and also so much thereot as relates to our 
relations with other foreign nations, be referred to 
the Committee ou Foreign Affairs. 

And the question was taken on the 
tion, which was adopted, as follow 

Resolved, That so much thereof as 
the suppression of the African slave trade, and so 
much thereof as to the removal of cause: 
involving ovr international obligations from the 
Siate to the Federhl judiciary, aud also so much 
thereof as relates to the regulation and restraint of 
Executive power in removals from office, be refer- 
red to the Cominittee on the Judiciary. 

And the question recurring on the 
the fourth resolution, to wit: 

4. Resolved, ‘That so much thereof as relates to 
the finances of the Government, be referred to the 
Committee ef Ways and Means— 

Mr. CUS HING observed that so fara 
derstood the resolutions, it’ w: 
Committee of Way: nd Means shonld 
current jurisdiction with the Select C 
Finance. lt seemed to him 
what irregular, and he 
amendment to it. 

Mr. KING thought the resolution perfectly clear 
and that no amendment would be necessary. he 
subject of the currency and plan of finance would 
be referred to the Select Committee, and that of the 
receipts and expenditures of the Treasary would 


econd resolu- 





relates to 


relates 


adoption of 


he on- 
intended that the 
have c ii 
mmuitee on 
that that was some- 


begged leave to offer an 


go to the Commitice of Ways and Means. 
Mr. CUSHING said that the question he pro- 


posed was, What was the extent of the juris dicti n 
of the Committee of Ways 
chairman explainea that it was confined to so 
much of the message to be found on the eighth 
page as related io the receipts and expenditures of 
the Treasury. Now in order to render the juris 
diction of that committee certain, he would move 
to amend the resolution, so as to make it read, that 
so much of the Pres message as relates to 
the state of the Tre asury, and to ways and means, 
be referred to the Commi ttee of Ways and Means 
and that so much thereof as relates to a fiscal 
agency be referred to the Select Committee. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he desired to make a 
suggestion. The 8th page of the message 
the House would perceive, commenced in 
these words: “From the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury you will be informed of the condi- 
tion of the Snances;’ >and then it went onto state 
what that condition was. His iatention had beer 
to refer that part of the message, and the report 
that was to accompany it, to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. His intention also had been to 
confine the select committee to the plan submitted 
by the President, as deseribed by the President in 
page ll of the message. He had not intended to 
make it a committee on the currency, nor to pre- 
vent the House from raising another committee, 
or from referring the subject to a standing com- 
mittee, in case the select committee could not 
agree. Nor,at the same time, had he intended to 
preclude the committee from making amendments. 
He repeated, his intention was to refer to the select 
committee the plan described by the President, and 
if the House should afterwards think proper to ex- 
ercise i's power, it might do so. 

Mr. WISE observed that in making the inquiry 
he did of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, he wished to be distinctly understood 


¥ 


and Means? The 


ident’: 
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as only desiring to know what was to be 
con the committee he 

said he, want the House to give us the ¢ 

jurisdic 


the juris- 
I did not, 
»xclusive 
rrency. If 


Was On. 


ion over the subject of the cu 








we are to be confined to the plan of finance only, 
as referred to in the message—if our aut aeane n 
task is to con r that pl n niv, it wil be no in- 
vidious one; but if we are allowed to think—if we 
ire to be permitted to modify i', or to propose any 
other plan, or to take itin or in part— 

Che S] KER {heha uiged this conver- 

n »an exten! of Tr leyancy which 

Was eniii out of orde The power; of the select 
commitice could no! be settled uader ihe resolatioa 
now before the Heéuse. That commitiee might 
raise the question of power by a separate resolu- 
ade WAG a report. 

Mr. 1 1e was speaking as to the juri 
liction ih nittee of Ways and Mean: , fk r 





ywers of that committee 


was 


t} 
by ascertaining the pe 
could find out what Select Com- 
mittee He shoald thivk that - subject of fi- 
nance or the state of the Treasury should go to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, while the subject 
of thecurrency, ifthe gentiman meantthat, belonged 
to the Select Committee. He wondered that the 
Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
atthe beginning of the session, should propose to 
divest himself of the charge of the subject of the 
currency. The subject cf the tariff was to be 
siven to the Committee on Mannfacture yar d that 
of the currency to a Select Committee. What, 
then, would be leftio the Cx Ways and 
Means? The mere ordinary routine of the appro- 
priation bills of the session. A ve ry light task, 
indeed. He hoped that, if the chairman would 
not detine the jarisdiction ef the committee, 
the Hlouse would; and he knew nro better mode 
f accomnl! 

amendment of the gen 
setts. 

Mr. EVERETT suegested to Mr. 
insertin the resolution ihe 
of finance recommended 

Mr. FILLMORE sai 
dification. 

Mr. F. in reply 
was understood to: 


they 


eft to the 


+ 


yMmittee of 


hiect 


shing } 
' 
ti 


than by adopting the 
leman from Massachu- 
FILLMORE to 
words “except the plan 
by the President.” 

{he would accept the mo- 
to the remarks of Mr. Wise, 
ay that the rules of the House 


made it no part of the duty of the Committee of 


Ways and Means to take 
Subject of the currency. That was inci‘ental. 
And as to the pr Which the gentleman 
seemed to intimate of the Committee of Ways and 
Means being out of business during the session, 
such an instance, Mr. F. believed, had seldom sel- 
dom happened. 

Aftera question by Mr. WISE, which the Re- 
porter could not hear distinetly— 

Mr. EVERETT said he supposed the Select 
Committee would take their jurisdiction from the 
resolution under which they were appointed. That 
resolution made them a committee upon a specific 
plan recommended by the President, and any 
amendments legitimately connected therewith (Mr. 
E. was understood to say) might be made. But, 
as to constituting them a committee on the curren- 
cy generally, he had had no idea of that at the time 
ithe resolution passed. 

The question then amendment of- 
fered by Mr. Cusnina, it was taken and decided in 
the negative, without a division. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The question recurring on the original resolution, 
as modified by Mr. Fitumore at the suggestion of 
Mr. Everert, the resolution was adopted. 

The fifth resolution was then read, and is as fol- 
lows: 

5. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to 
the tariff be referred to the Committee on Manu- 
factures. 

Mr. ATHERTO renewed his motion to strike 
out the word “Manufactures” and insert “Ways 
and Means.”? He said the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means intended to reserve to 
that committee only so much of the message as re- 
lated to the receipts and expenditures of Govern- 
ment. This also belonged to the Committee of 
Ways and Means; but if so much of the tariff 

ere referred to the Committee on Manufactures, 


into consideration the 


mad iLY 


being on the 








it would be taking from the Committee of Ways 
| and Means their appropriate business, and counie- 
nanciny the principle of protection to iis fullest ex- 
tent. 

Mr. MALLORY called the yeas and nays on 
the motion, which were ordered. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST? said the portion of the 
message which the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Fittmone] intended to referto che Committee 
on Manufactures belonged to them; and this wou 
appear to the House from an examination of that 
part of the message. He should prefer to have the 
resolution modified so as to read as follows: 

“That so much thereof as relates to manufac- 
tures, and toa discrimination of duties with ‘re- 
ference to considerations of domestic policy con- 
nected with our manufactures,’ be relerred to the 
Committee on Manufactures.” 

These were the words of the message itself: “So, 
also, the Government may be justified in so discri- 
minating, by reference to other considerations ot 
policy connected with our manufactures.” That 
was the portion which carried to the Committee on 
Manufactures the subject of duties for revenue, but 
with discrimination * having reference to conside- 
rations of domestic policy connecied with manu- 
factures.” So much as related to this subject, he 
thought none would dispute, ought to go to the 
Committee on Manufactures. The business of the 
Coinmittee of Ways aud Means did net embrace 
the “discrimination”? which was pointed to by the 
President in his message, and which they had got 
to dispose of by reference to some committee. The 
subjects to be referred to the Cominittee of Ways 
and Means were expressed by the cule describing 
their duty. 

{Mr. T. then read the rule defining the duty of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, of which the 
following is the material extract: “*To take into 
consideration al! such reports of the Treasury De- 
partment, and all such propositions relative to the 
revenue, as may be referred to them by the House; 
to inquire into the state of the public debt or the 
revenue, and of the expenditure, and report from 
time to time their opinion thereon; to examine into 
the state of the several public departmenis, and 
particularly into the laws making appropriations 
of money, and to report whether the moneys have 
been disbursed conformably wiih such laws; and 
also to report from time to time such provisions 
and arrangements as may be necessary to add to 
ths economy of the departiments and the accounta- 
bility of their officers.”’] 

It appeared from this rule that this subject did 

not belong to the Committee of Ways and Means; 
and there was no committee in this House to which 
the subject could properly be referred but the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. He hoped the gentle- 
man from New Hampshire [Mr. Arnerrton] 
would not insist on taking the business for which 
alone the Committee on Manufactures was origi- 
nally created, and refer it to a committee whose 
duty it was not. 

The Committee on Manufactures was appointed 
for the purpose of ascertaining, when it was de- 
cided that revenue was wanting, how it might be 
most conveniently, least injuriously, and most pro- 
fitably raised, to the manufacturing interest of the 
country. He hoped the sabject would not be with- 
drawn from that commitiee, to which it was pro- 

osed to be referred in the original resolution. 

Mr. WISE was glad tha! the gentleman from 
New Hampshire had introduced this amendment. 
If the gentleman had not, he should have done it. 
This had always been a test question between the 
tariff and the anti-tariff party. Heretofore, in the 
history of the tariff question, those who had gone 
for protedting duties had also gone fora reference o{ 
the subject of laying duties to the Committee ot 
Manufactures, while those who had gone for a ta- 
riff for revenue, had voted for the reference to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. But the gentle- 
man from Rhode Island said that the message re- 
commended a tariff for protection; and the refe- 
rence, therefore, ought to be to the Committee on 
Manufactures, the gentleman undertaking to read 
the message in such manner as to lead to that infe- 
rence, 


Mr. TILLINGHAST requested the gentleman 
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from Virginia to allow him to explain; which re- 
quest having been comphed with by Mr. Wiss, 
Mr. T. said be had read that part of the message 
which connecied the raising cf duties with the inte- 


rest of the manufacturer, a rnother part which 








showed that the President int d that the amount 
of duiy sheuld be governed ‘OMpromise act, 
and notexceed 20 per cen; aud in callecting that, 
he had said the message pointed out the connec- 


tion wiih the policy ot domestic rm 
Mr. WISE said he understo 





as he did before. FA t choose ai ti 
words, but to v-e | undei bats Af 
the gentleman expressed any s, it was that the 
President recommetded the protection of manwfac- 
tures, and the laying of dut ior that purpose. 
Now he contended thai there was nothing in the 
message to authorize any such idea. He would 


quote the context of tue message nnmediately pre- 
ceding the part quoied by ihe ge zn from Rhode 
Island, and immediaiely succeeding it, and how did 
it read? Immediately after the first s 









tence quoted 
by the gentleman, the President gces on to say: 

‘‘Oiherwise, the Government would be placed in 
the condition of hav ng to levy the same duti 
upen allartcles, the productive as well as the un- 
productive. The slightest duty upon some, might 
have the effect of cau-ing their imporiation to cease 
Whereas, olners entering extensively the con- 
sumpuion of the country, might bear the heaviest, 
without any sensible diminution in the amount im- 
ported.” 

It was not, then, with 
manufactures that the 
revision of the tari, but with a view to a tariff for 
revenue. It was for the wants of the Treasury, 
and not for protection, that this right ef discrimina- 
tion was proposed. But the President went further. 
He went 0a to say th: 





ieVvy 





into 


the protee'ion of 
recommended a 


a t¢ ¢ 





“So long as the duties shail be laid with dis- 
tinct reference to the wants of the Treasury, no 


well founded objection can exist against them.” 
There were the docirines of the message. It 
recammended a tariff of duties for the purpose of 
revenue, admitting the right of discrimination,and 
that within the bounds of the wants of the Trea- 
sury, manufactures might take protection. There 
was the full extent of the docirice, and not one 
step did it go beyond a tariftorrevenue, Itmight 
be said that though this was a tariff jor revenue 
only, and not fur protection, yet as this right of 
discrimination within the wants of the Treasury 
ed to the Com. 


was admitied, thatiberefore it beion 

mittee on Manuiaciures. But the two subjects 
could not separated. That partof the message 
which related to revenue, incident 






and its 


only which the gentleman wanted to con- 
sider as the principal, and therefore carry 
it to the Commitiee on Manufactures, be- 


longed cleariy to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. The gentieman, however, wad for making 
the incident superior tu the principal, the minor 
greaier than the major, and in {act to govern it. 
Mr. FOSTER of Georgia observed that he had 
turned to rules of the House to ascertain 
what were the appropriaie duties of the Committee 
on Manufactures, and all that he could find was, 
that among the sianding committees there was one 
of that name. No duties were assigned to them 
by the rules, and he, for one, was prepared to 
watch what was assigned to them by the Hou-e. 
In the Constitution of the United States he found 
no power given to Congress on the subject of ma- 
nufactures, and he conld not therefore see the au- 
thority for constiiuiing a standing committee to 
take charge of them. Mir. F. read from the Con: 
slitution the list of powers givei to Congress, 
and said that there was not one word on the 
subject of manufactures in it. He made this 
a serious question. He wanted to know what au- 
thority there was for creating thiscommittee. The 
Southern members mus! have slept on their posis 
when they first permitted its entrance into this 
House. ‘They foresaw not the dangers enclosed in 
that wooden horse, or they never would have per- 
mitted it to come within these walls. When the 
celebrated tariff act was passed, which shook this 
Union to its centre, a patriot and statesman, now 
no more, whose yoice had so often resounded in 
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that hail—he alluded to the lamented Warren R. 
Davis of South Carolina—to put the question to 
the testi, and to make the act appear ¥ lt was 
intended to be, moved that its tle should read “an 
i i manufactures.” 
The triends of the measure had the power to 
if they pleased, bui they were afraid of the Su- 
preme Court, and reuse { to give the act that ttle. 
They were afraid that the Supreme Court would 
cec:de that they had not ti 

nufactures. Mr. F. continu 


lengih in support of 


nat it 


ub 


act ior the protection of domestic 





do it 


- 


power to protect ma- 
ihs remarks at some 


r which 


th 7 end ant of, 
ine amenament, acl 


Mr. RHETT followed onthe same side. He 
did net understand the message as recommending 


a tariff with a view to 


stood it aS mean 
venue 


but h? under- 
ing a tariff for the purposes of re- 
He also understood the message as say- 
ing that while they were legislating with a view to 
the raising of revenue, there should be such dispo- 
lion made in the laying of taxes as to give a be- 
nefit io manufactures. The doctrine was a popu- 
lar one, but he entirely dissented from it. Where 
did protection commence? It was invariably at 
the point where revenue ceased. The only way 
in which the domestic manufacturer was to be be- 
nefitted is to have his yard of cloth intro- 
duced into the consumption of the country 
in jiew of that which comes in by impor- 
tation, and pays a duty isto the Treasury. 
In that point of view, how was it possible to make 
a tarifi bota for revenue and for protection? The 
two were entirely incompatible with each other. 
You must exelude the foreign importation, and 
this is to destroy revenue, before you can give pro- 
tection to the manufaciurer. If the two were in- 
compatible, as he contended they were, how were 
they to protect manuiactures, 
duiies for the destruc ion of 
COU equet t des 
bow Co 


protection, 








unless they imposed 
commerce, and the 
venue. ‘Yhe time had 
c » must be settled; nine 
years it had been agitaied on this floor. While 
they were about legisiating on the first step, he 
urged them to be care‘ul to commit the subject to 
the committee to which it belonged. If the House 
intended a duty fer revenue, or incidentally for 
protection, the subject should go to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. If the principal object was 
protection, ‘hea the subject should go to the Com- 


nitiee on Manufactures. 





when ihis queso 





Mr. R. in explanation of a qnestion asked by 
Mr. Brieas, said that he 
with the terms 
Willing t 


was not for interfering 


of the Compromise act. He was 
have an ad valorem duty on ail articles, 
and in that way manufaciurers might get some pro- 
tection. 

Mr. FILLMORE said the first objection that 
had been made to the reference of this part of the 
message to the Committee on Manufactures was, 
that this committee had no specific Cuties assigned 
to it in th He had taken some little trouble 
to look into the history of that committee, for the 
nz, as he found it had no specific 
it by the rule, what duties had 
been acaigned to it by the usage of this House. 
He found that this committee was raised ia 1819, 
and that, as often as the general guestion of the 
tarif had been up since that time, it bad been in- 
variably referred to that committee. [He then 
into a historicsl account of the existence of 
the committee, in connection with the various tariff 
biils si: 
the tar! 
mittee. | 

Although the rales of this House had not pre- 
scribed the tuties of this committee, yet the usage 
of this House had shown that this was the appro- 
priate committee to which this subject should be 
referred. He confessed that he could not account 
(or the sensibility in the House on this subject— 
why a commiitee, because it was named a Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, might not as well in- 
roduce a bill for the protection of manufactures 
as a Committee on Manufactures. The whole 
subject wou'd be before the one to whieh it was 
referred, and the name of the committee made no 
difference. Probably the reasen which had ope- 
rated on previous Congresses for referring this sub- 
ject to the Committee on Manufactures, and not of 
Ways and Means, was, that the latter commitiee 


riie. 






roose of 


dunes assigned to 


went 









had uniformly been referred to this com- 


ce its origin, showing that the question of 


1 


j 
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had been overburdened with the business they had 
to atterd to. It was a'so known that the Commit- 
tee on Manufactures, unless this subject were as- 
signed to them, had littie or no business to perform; 
and that, if duties were levied strictly with a view 
to revenue, they require the investigation of the 
manufaciures and commerce of this country be- 
yond what any committee could give the subject 
whieh does not devote their entire time to it. 

How did the subject stand? It must be borne 
in mind thata bill was passed at the last session for 
revenue alone, wiihoul reference to manulactures; 
taat the bill made a very slight discrimination on 
the various articles imported; and that the legis- 
laion was so hasty on this subject that it was 
ulierly impossivle that the committee could make 
ihe necessary investigation to know how it would 
affect our domestic interests. Here, then, they 
had duties imposed up to the maximum of the 
compromise by the bill of ast s¢ssion; and, at 
that time, it was the general understanding that 
the subject needed revision, for the purpose of see- 
ing whether these general duties did not require 
«ome discrimination for the general interests of this 
country. It seemed to him that this subject pro- 
perly belonged to the commitiee which had been 
invariably charged withit. He could not see how 
a test question could be made on this subject. It 
had been said that the Committee on Manufac- 
ture; was unconstitutional. It was strange thata 
commitiee which was uncons'itutional had been in 
existence, and charged with important duties, for 
twenty years, and nobody had before discovered 
its unconstitationaliuy. Was it of the least im- 
portance from what committee a bill came? It 
could not be. The on!y question was, how can 
the business be best dons—what commitiee can de- 
vote the most time io this subject, so as to make 
these laws fox tye interests of tne country and peo- 
ple? It seemed to bim only by distributing the 
business among the committees. The truth was, 
they ought to have a committee on this subject, or 
a commission for the purpese of collecting infor- 
mation for the use of this House; there was no 
danger in having too much light on the subject. 

It the House saw fit to order this subject to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, he, for one, was 
willing to devote all the time possible to this sub- 
ject. He had made his motion because he believed 
this a subject of vast importance to the country, 
and that a committee charged with it exclusively 
would be more likely to Go justice to it than the 
Committee of Ways and Means, burdened as they 
were with other business. He was willing the 
House should do as they saw fit. [A modification 
of the resolution had been presented to him, which 
he was about accepting, when, at the request of 
several members, he declined to do so, leaving the 
resolution in its original form.] 

Mr. BRIGGS was opposed to the habit of anti- 
cipating subjects for debate, which was practised in 
this House, and should confine himself to the point 
before the House, viz: to which of the two stand- 
ing commi'tees of this Houve the subjeg of the 
tariff, as referred to in the Presideat’s message, be- 
longed. The appropriate duty of the Committee 
of Ways and Mears was prescribed; there were no 
duties particularly laid down for the Committee on 
Manufactures; but every body knew that it was se- 
lected for the purpose of affording, as far as possi- 
bie, the greatest amount of information on this 
great subject of manulaciures. 

‘The question now came up, to which standing 
committee should be referred that part of the Presi- 
denv’s message which speaks expressly, directly, 
and ia unequivocal terms, of imposing duties for 
revenue, but incidentally for protection to the ma- 
nufaciuring interests of the country. Gentlemen 
must not make a false issue here. They talked of 
laying duties for protection, There was no such 
proposition in the message, and consequently none 
before this House. The gentleman from Ssuth 
Carolina [Mr. Ruerr] had met this question as he 
always did; he had told them that he met it directly 
in ils teeth, and that cuties for the purpose of rais- 
ing revenue are to be made without any regard to 
the manufacturing interests of the country; and the 
gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. Araerton} 
had told them he was willing to meet it on the trys 
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issue, The President of the United States had to!d 
them that, in Imposing dut 
ment has a right to d nale $O as to pro 
manulactures of the coun'ry. 


Mr. RHETT herve explained, sayiug 


s for revenue, Govern- 


crim ect the 


that he did 


not go as far as the gentieman from Massachusetts 
had said he did; but he :aid that, in priaciple, you 
could not Jay a duty, the ct of which was for 
revenue, and at the same time have it for pro'ec- 
tion. 

Mr. BRIGGS conti He had understood 
the gerileman before a > did now. "There wa 
no issue belore them n on the principle of pro- 
posing duty for protection, bat for revenue. And 
the qvestion al *, Whelher, in proposing duty fo: 
revenue, they should so discriminate as to protect 
the great manulacturing interesis of the country. 
If such a discrimination were to be made, they 
wanted to know what branch of industry mos! 


needed it, so as distriminate 
ciously. And whence would they get this infurma- 
tion? From the Committee of Ways and Means, 
who are supposed to have no particular knowledge 
on this subject, or Commitiee on Manu- 
factures, who are appointed with reference to this 
very subject? This question needed no answering: 
the formation of the committees answered it at 
once. ‘Then the question was, whether in raising 
reveuue, Which must be raised for the indispensa- 
ble necessities of Government, they would diseri- 
minate, and discriminate for the purpose of pro- 
tecting domestic manufactures? It the gentleman 
from South Carolina would make no such disern- 
mination, let him reeord his vote for the amend- 
ment. If, on the other hand, while they laid a ta- 
r(ff for revenue, they would so di-tribuie it as to 
protect cur own industry and promoie the inter 

of the country, he would vote a 
ment, 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Foster] had 
asked why the object of former bills had not been 
avowed to be for the protection of manufactures? 
He (Mr. B.) would say, if that had been the ob- 
ject, they hada high and noble example for it. 
The second act passed by the American Congress 
was for this purpose—and passed by those who 
knew their duty, and did not hesitate to do it. 

Mr. MERIWETHER said that the 
from New York [Mr. Fintmore] and the gentleman 
from Massachnset!s [Mr. Bricas] had both taken 
the same ground; they had asked if 1t was possible 
for the Commitier of Ways Means to know 
how duties are to be levied in order to protect ma- 
nufaciures and commerce? If this committee 
(Mr. M. asked) cannot know, when they have the 
general subjects of the revenue of the Governinent 
under their charge, how could the Committee on 
Manufactures know? The truth was, the Commit- 
tee on Manvtfactures looked aione to the manutac- 
turing inierest; the Committee on Commerce to 
commercial interests alone; butthe Committee of 
Ways and Means had power to look over the 
whole couniry and to inquire into general subjects, 
He referred to the remarks that had been made by 
his colleague [Mr. Fo:rer] as to the constitutiona- 
lity of the Committee on Manufactures. ‘This had 
been spoken lightly of, but he would thank gentie- 
men to put their finger on the clause of the 
Corstitu'ion which authorized the appointment of 
this commiitee. He weuld ask the gentleman who 
{ the resolution, what justice there was 


Lo wisely and judi- 


rom the 


rainst the amend- 


eentleman 


and 


introduced 
in committing this whole question to the charge of 
a committee who had supervisioa of one interest 
alone? He (Mr. M.) advocated its reference to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, who had 
supervision of the whole subject, and understood 
it properly. He was in doubt as to what the Pre- 
sident did mean in the part of the Message that had 
been quoted, but could not bring his mind to be- 
lieve that Congress had the power to Jay a tariff 
for protection. He agreed with the gen'leman 
from South Carolina (Mr. Ruerr] that protection 
ceased when revenue began. 
Mr. 3MITH of Virginia said 
bring to the notice of House the real and pro- 
per character of the question before them. [He 
then went into a historical examination of the 
existence of several committees, showing that, be- 
fore the creation of the Committee on Manufac- 


he would briefly 


rh 
ioe 
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tures, i's duties had been performed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, together with the present du- 
cf this committee. He then continued.) 
When the spirit of protection began to manifest 
itself, the Committee on Manufactures was mads; 

id now the question was, whether the Committee 
on Manufactures, for the purpose of protection, 
shouid be recognised as in the power of Congress. 
It the power of protection were unecnstitutional, 
c early the Cominittee on Manufactures must be 
‘The question then was, whether this Heuse meant 
to look toa tariffonly for revenue, or for protec. 
tion? If for revenue, what use was there for the 
Committce on Manufactures? Its powers could 
be embraced, as formerly, uader the Committees 
on Commerce and Ways and Means, and the com- 
mittee was altogether unnecessary. If not out of 
order, he would suggest the propriety of laying on 
the table this resolution, that the remaining parts 
of the message might be referred, and he would 
then offer a resolution oa which the question 
might be raised. The question mast be settled by 
this Congress whether, under the Constitution, they 
were to protect domestic industry, or whether they 
were to look to the tariff as a means of revenue. 
He moved to lay the resolution on the table, with 
a view to offer a resolution abolishing the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures, and giving hereafter to 
the Committee on Commerce the power over com- 
rocrce and manufactures. 

Mr. WISE said he hoped his colleague would 
withdraw the motion, for it would lead to no prac- 
tical good. 

‘Toe SPEAKER said it would require a vote of 
two-thirds to bring the resolution before the House, 
if objection were made to it. 

Mr. SMITH then withdrew the motion. 

Mr. PROFFIT thought it was very immaterial, 
excep! as to principle, whether this subject went to 
the Committee on Manufactures or Ways and 
Means, for their composition was but little diffe- 
rent. From principle, it eught to go to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 
Conzress, the question of the tariff, by a unani- 
mous vote of that (the Whig) party, was referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means; and now it 
was said to be improper to refer it to the Commit- 
Ways and Means. Ways and means, for 

‘Vo carry on the Government, to keep the 
public purse, to meet the expenses of Government. 
The very title of the committee, if the tariff was in- 
deed for revenue, showed that this subject should 
ga to the Committee of Ways and Means. In 
looking on the composition of the Commitiee on 
Manufactures, he was compelled, in self-defence, 
to vote against its reference to them. There was 
rot a solitary member on it from West of the 
Ohio; “hile on the Committee of Ways and Means 
there would be one or two to protect the interests 
of the West in this matter. His views coincided 
with those of the gentleman from Virginia on this 
matter. He didnot believe it was intended by 
the President to countenance a tariff for protection, 
but that he would be found on the side of a tariff 
for revenue, andthat alone. The reference ought 
be made to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr. W. W. IRWIN observed that he did not 
mean to discuss this question of protection at pre- 
sent. At the proper time, he would be prepared to 
do so, and would be able to show that every Presi- 
dent of the United States, from General Washing- 
ton down to Martin Van Buren and William H. 
Harrison, had advocated the protection of our ma- 
nufactures, either incidentally or directly. The 
message of the present President would speak for 
itself, He said that, whilst he would impose taxes 
for revenue, and whilst it would be wise to adopt 
moderate councils, the manufacturing interesis 
might, within those limits, ask protection. Former 
Presidents of the United States went further than 
the present. Some of them came out of the Revo- 
juiion, and who assisted ia framing the Con- 
stitution, went further than for incidental pro- 
tection. They went for encouragement as well 
as protection. The bill imposing duties on im- 
ports being the second enactment of the first Con- 
gress set forth, what? Why, that “whereas it is 
necessary for the support of Goverument, and the 
discharge of the debts of the United States, and en- 


ties 
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couragement of domestic manufacture:, that du- 
ties be laid on merchand'ze imported into the 
United States, &c.” This was not for revenue 
alone, not for protection to our manufacturing in- 
terest which was then small and contemptible in- 
deed, but to give encouragement to them; and 
amongst the men who voted for that bill, the yeas 
being 41, and the nays 8, you will find the name 
of James Madison, who has always been denomi- 
nated a Democratic Presiden’- The genileman of 
Georgia [Mr. Foster] had discovered at this late 
day that the creation of the Committee of Manu- 
factures was unconstitutional after it had been in 
existence for more than twenty years. The gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Smita] said that that 
commitiee was formerly known as the Committee 
of Commerce and Manufactures, and that in 1819 
the two subjects had been separated and a Com- 
mittee of Manufactures created; but ashe believed 
that Congress had no power under the Constitution 
to take care of manufactures, the committee was 
unnecessary, and he proposed to abolish it. Now 
did the gentleman recollect at whose instance this 
committee was created? It was at the instance of 
a member from a siave holding State—from the 
State of Virginia—at the instance of a gentleman 
who, when subsequently Presideut of the United 
States, possessed as large a share of popularity as 
any chief magistrate we have ever had—it was at 
the instance of James Monroe that this committee 
was created, and it was now said that it was uncon- 
stitutional. He repeated that protection to our 
manufactures, either direct or incidental, had been 
advocated by all our Presidents from the beginning 
of the Government te the present time; and it was 
not until very lately that any political party had 
ever opposed it. A party, however, had lately 
sprnng up, and been recognised not only in 
South Carolina, but had spread its rami- 
fications into other sections of the Union, 
that not only condemned the protective sys- 
tem, direct and incidental, but went against a 
discrimination of duties, within a tariff of revenue, 
for the protection of domestic manufactures. They 
went further, and desired by discriminating against 
them, to break down the industry of this country; 
and they had now within that party a member 
from Georgia, a Whig member, [Mr. Ment- 
WETHER ] from whom he was much surprised to 
hear such sentiments as he had to-day uttered 
He was surprised at the declaration of the gentle- 
man, that the manufacturing interest must not 
look for protection within the 20 per cent. of the 
compromise act. He was much surprised at that 
declaration, coming from a Southern Whig, in the 
face of the piedge given by the late chief of that 
party, General Harrison, prior to the election, 
who declared himself a friend and advocate 
of protection within the terms of that act. He 
came here, Mr. J. said, solemnly pledged to carry 
out all the principles set forth and advocated by 
that party both on the stump and in the public 
press, [laughter] and he called upon the Southern 
Whigs to fulfil the pledges made by their brethren 
of the North, East, and West, and which was dis 
played upon their banners, that domestic manufac 
tures should be protected within the limits of the 
Compromise act. He now called on the Demo- 
cratic party of Pennsylvania to say whether they 
were prepared to avow ibis doctrine—for the first 
time published in the Globe—of discriminating 
against manufactures. ‘To what committee, he 
asked, should this part of the Message go? To 
the Commi'tee of Ways and Means, who were 
not presumed to know about the manoufactur- 
ing interest, or ‘o the Committee on Manu- 
factures, which was presumed to be acquainted 
with this subject? Let it be admitted that 
they might incidentally discriminate, for the 
purpose of affording all the protection they could 
within the Compromise act, and where was the 
subject to go if not to the Committee on Manu- 
factures? 

The SPEAKER gave the floor to— 

Mr. JONES, of Virginia, who yielded to a mo- 
tion that the House adjourn. 

But the motion was waived for a moment to 
enable— 

Mr. GENTRY to give notice that he would ask 
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jeave to introduce a bill for the 
dual whose name was not heard by the Reporter 
nor found on the Journal afier the adjournment. 
And then the House adjourned. 


uill 
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Fripay, December 17, 

Mr. FILLMORE ask: 
business in order. 

Tne SPEAKER replied, 


business of 


TATIVES, 
1841. 

i what uld be the first 

that the unfinished 


yesterday wot 





Mr. WISE asked it end Saturdays 
were not private bill da iggesied that the 
practice was, when any ect introduced on a 
public day was left unfinished when the private 
bill days came, it was laid over until the next pub- 


the course 
would not 
four years, 
d that the unfi- 


lic day. He ho ped that this - nid be 
taken now, and that the _ ate busines 
be negiected as it had bee or the last 
The SPEAKER having decid 
nished business must have the preterence, 
The resolution of Mr. Fittmore, for the refe- 
rence of the Presideni’s mes 





age, was taken up, the 
question being on the amendment cf Mr. AtTner- 
TON to refer the ha ‘ctof the tanff to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Mean " nstead of the Commit- 


tee on ookaers as moved by Mr. Fintmore. 


Mr. JONES of Virginia, who was entitled to 
the floor, said: In cbtaining the Aoor last evening, 
Mr. Speaker, it was my intention very briefly to 


have submitted to the consi! the House 


ration of 





the reasons which will govern the vo'e which I 
am called upon to give upon the pending proposi- 
tion. Yielding, however, sir, to what appeared 
to be the general desire of gentlemen in al! quar- 
ters of the ELouse, that it { then adjourn, I 
avail myself of the occasion nuw offered to per- 
form the duty then intended; end I do it now, sir, 
so farasl am personally concerned, with much 


more agreeable feclings than | then would. 

The proposition of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means [Mr. FittmMore] seems 
to present bata a simple question ter the considera- 
tion of the House, and certsin'y lies within very 
narrow limits. That proposition calls upon us 
determine to which ef two standing committees 
of this House that portion of the Presidenv’s mes- 
sage which re lates to diseriminating and 
the subject of domestic which I 





to 


Vs 
duties, 
manuiactures, 


may be permitted to say, carry with them the 
whole subject of the tariff, should he referred— 
whether it should be referred to the Committee on 


Manufactures, as the resolution proposes, o 
Committee of Ways and Means, as 
the resolution of the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire, (Mr. Atarrron.] It is my intention, at 
this time, to enter into a discussion of the constitn- 
tional powers of Congres ubject of pro- 
tecting duties. If were wauied, I 
should refrain fro 


r to the 
hy 


proposed by 


not 


S upon the s 


ther res y 
C her reasons 





m doing so for the reasons which 
have been indicated by yourself, that such discus- 
sion would be out cf order. The proposition, 








however, confines itself strictly to the question of 
reference. [, sir, shall net deny that it is 
within the competency of  th’s House to 
give to the subject such direction as @ ma- 
jority of its me ‘mbers may see fii; nor shall I 
deny but that the same he rity may, f rgood and 
sufficient reasons, take from anyof the committees 


of the House business which rn: y appear preperly 
to belong toit. Bat, i absence ef such rea- 
sous, Where none such have been assigned, and 
where it is fair to infer that none such exist, it dces 
seem to me there is no just cause why the business 
of the House should be diverted from its ordinary 
channels. This brings me to the question, to which 
of these two commit'ers the subject properly be- 
Jongs? and to enable us to decide it properly, i 
seems to me thai we should first look at the organi- 
zation of the committees, to the character of the 
duties with which they are charged, and espeeially 
to the objects of the communication which it is the 
purpose of the mover of the resolations to refer. 

In looking at the rules of the Hous>, we find that 
the Committee of Ways and Means is charged with 
numerous important specified duties. Ii is made 
the duty of that committee to take into considera- 
tion all such reports of the Treasury Department, 
and all such propositions relative to the revenue, as 


in tae 


ielief of an invidi- 





; 
1] 
1} 
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may be referred to them by the 
into the state of the public debr, 
of the expenditure; and 
r opinion thereon; 
12 several 





louse; to ; inquire 
or the revenue, and 
to report from time to time 
(io examine into the state of 
public Departmenis, and particularly 

makins ropriall moneys, 
whether ¢ have been di 


IS 
rmably ; and also, to 


ne 
it 
into the laws 
nd to re port 


bursed cont 


yr ann ns vo 
ap} ns ol 
he 
Wilh 


moneys 


suc) Jaws 


reoort from time to time such provisions and ar- 
raneements may be necessary to add to the eco- 
nomy of the Depattments, and the accountability 
of their officers.) 

Nor are these the only duties of that committee, 
The rule further declares that it | be the duty of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, within thirty 
days afier their appointment, at every session of 






Congress, commencing on the first Monday ia 
December, to report the general appropriation 
bills, for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Go- 





ronment; for the’ army; for the navy; and for the 


Indian Department and Indian Annuities; or, in 
failure thereof, the reason of such failure. 

From this it would appear, that the whole sub- 
ject of ss ~ whole subject of the revenue, 
was intend o be committed to the charge of this 
jcmaiidins. It iat be not so, how is it pos sible 


fur that committee to perform the last branch of 
duties [ have referred to? Have gentlemen thought 
of the immense amount of money it becomes ne- 
cessary to appropriate by the bills to which refer- 


ence is made by that c'ause? [It is not ia my 
power to s'ate the amount, but itis probable that 
the very bills of this session wiil require something 
like twenty mi _ ns of ars. You reqaire this 
committee to report these a ilis at the very moment 


that you take away from them 
which they are to net, a 


the information on 
d which you refer to 


another committee which has none of these sub- 
jects under their charge. 

' Ytis pot now, ds termerly, that we have more 
than one source of revenue. We know that the 


whole of our revenue is collected from 
toms. At the last session of Congress we had two 

permatent sources of revenue—one Was the 
amount received from the sales of the public lands, 
and the other that received from the The 
first of these, 
I 


the cus- 









eustoms. 





and the only one in which the people 

ore equally the public burd has been taken 
avay by the act of the la sion il Congress, 
and directed to be distributed to the ‘ral States 
of the Usion—so that the oniy source sof revenue, 
and that which imposes unc qual burdens on dif- 


ferent portions of the country, isc 
customs, and y‘ ru t 


mittee who 


ilected from the 
ake that subject from the com- 


» duty it is to consider all the 


reports 





and returns from the Treasury Department, and 
place it in charge of a committes constituted for a 
very different purpose. It dces seem to me not 
only right, but proper, that if this subject should be 
sent to the Committee on Manufac < ani the other 
ubjeets so y related to it, shonld be sent 
there also. 

Sir, if this were a proposition to lay a tariff for 
protection, I am not prepared to say but that this 
would bea proper direction cf the subject, but 
does any gentleman propose to lay a tariff for pro- 


Ih 





tection? ear disclaimed on all sides of 





the House Is this the recommendation of the 
President of the United States? I have only to 
appeal to the past history of his life for a most am- 
ple refutation of suct sssumption. Is it a fair 





inference from the communication which has been 
sent by the Executive to the two Houses of Con- 
presi? [i is only necessary to look to the commu- 
nication itself to understand it in its true and pro- 
per bearing. [t isnot only necessary that we should 
look to the clause on the subject of the tariff, but 
also to the other subjects found in immediate con- 
nection with the President’s remarks on that sub- 
ject, upon the same page of the document. By an 
examination of all these passages, we shall be able 
to see very clearly the inducements that operated 
upon his mind to bring the subject to the notice of 
Congress. He is giving to Coneress information in 
reference to the cond the Treasury of th 

United States, as it is his duty to do; and he is go- 
ine on to show the resources of the Government for 
the year, and at the same time the liabilities of the 
Government for that period. It is in connection, 


ition of 
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therefore, with the subject of the tariff that the 
President says: 

“From the report of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, you will be infurmed of the condition of the 
finances. The balance in the Treasury on the Ist 


of January last, as stated in tke report of the Se- 


cretary cf tbe Treasury submitted to Congress at 
the extra session, was $987,345 03. The receipts 
into the 7* sasury, during the first three quatre of 
this year, from all sources, amount to $23,467,052 


52. The estimated receipis for the fourth quarter 
amonnt to $6.943,095 25, amounting to $30,410,- 
167 77; and making, with the ba!ance in tne Trea- 
sury on ths January fast, $31,397,512 80.” 

Then come the expenditures: 

“The expenditures for the first three quarters of 
this year amount to($24,734,346 97. The expen- 
ditures for the fourth quarter, as estimated, will 
amount to $7,290,723 73: thus making a total of 
$32,025 070 70, and Jeaving a deficit to be pro- 
vided for, on the first of January next, of about 


$627,557 90.” 

are the expenditures for the first three 
quarters of the year, and including the estimates 
of expenditures for the last quarter, make a total 
of $32,025 070 70. Whata iesson have we here 
to exhibit the vast difference between precept and 
example! What a commentary is offered upon 
those lectures which one year ago we were so often 
hearing from our Whig friends on the subject of 
economy, retrenchment, and reform! The expen- 
ditures of the Government are increased in a single 
vear from less than twenty-three millions to over 
thirty-two millions. It would be seen that, taking 
the expenditures from the receipts of the year, we 
have a probable deficit to be provided for on the 
firstof J: anuary next of $627,557. Why we should 
be astonished at t! , were it not for the next 
paragraph in the messag-. » President goes on 
to say, that of the loan ot $12 000,000 which was 
authorized by Congress at its late session, only 
$5 432,726 83 have been negotiated, for the rea- 
sons which he explains, and which I will not take 
up the time of the House in read 

I have adverted to this subject ‘for the purpose 
of showing to this Houze, and to the country, the 
connection in which the subject of the tariff is 
introduced in the President’s message. By that it 
will be seen that there will be at least $627,557 90 
to be provided for in the beginning of the year, 

I am induced to make these references for the 
purpose of repelling the inference thrown out on 
the other side of the House, that the object of this 
communication was the protection of domestic 


Lg . 
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pir, these 








is resuli 


ing. 


manufactures, instead of the raising of revenue; 
thus placing a reliance on those pasvages which 


are the mere incidents to the principal object in 
i“ 
e President further says, that— 

‘Ghoul Lit be necessary, in any view that Con- 
gress may take ef the sabject, to revise the existing 
tariff of duties, I bex leave to say, that, in the per- 
formance of that most delicate operation, neoderate 
counsels would seem to be the wisest.” 

“Should it be necessary” with a view to meet the 
deficiencies of the year, “to revise the existing 
tariff of duties.” But while gentlemen are turning 
their attention to this subject let me cal! thee atten- 
tion of the House to other portions of the message 
ich must, I think, clear away every thing like 
doubt and difficulty with regard toit. The Presi- 
dent adds: “In imposing duties for the purposes of 
revenue.” He never loses sight of that word “re 
yenue,?? 

“In imposing duties, however, for the purposes 
of revenue, a nght to discriminate as to the articles 
on which the duty shall be laid, as well as the 
amount, necessarily and most properly exists. 
Otherwise, the Government would be placed in the 
condition of having te levy the same duties upon 


wh 


all articles, the productive as well as the unproduc- 
live. The slightest duty upon some, mig .t have 


the effect of 
whereas, 


causing their 
others entering ex 
sumption of the country, 


importation to cease; 
nsively into the con- 
might bear the heaviest, 


without any sensible diminution in the amount im- 
ported.” 

Sir, it will be perceived here, that in the view 
which he presents of discriminating duties, he 





locks to revenue alone, and to no 


other subject. 
The whole object is revenue. The very language 
employed shows that there should be no doubt on 


onthe mind of any man as to his true meaning. 


But there are two iines of the mes on which 
gentlemen secm io rely in suppert of the inference 
that the President has recommended a tariff with 
a view to protection, and hence t moron to re- 
fer the subject to the Committee on Mauutactures, 
These two lines are in the following words: “Se 


also the Government may be justified 
minating, by reierence to 


in so ciseri 


other considerations of 





domestic . policy nected with our manufac- 
tures.” Now, Spassage had been toand in 
no connection with that which precedes and that 
which Iollows it, there might be a great degree of 
plausibility in the arguments of gentlemen on the 
other side; but what do we nextsee? Why: ©So 
long as the duties shall be laid with distirct refe- 


rence to the wanis of the Treasury 


, ho well-founded 


objection can exist against them.” Then, sir, if a 
doubt sull remains in the mind of any one as to 


the clear and manifest 
it may be 

ment, which says: “‘While the people cf no por- 
tion of the Union will ever hesitate to pay all ne- 
cessary taxes for the support of Goveinment, yet 
an innate repugnance exisis to the impusition of 
burdens not really necessary for that object.” 
Why, can it be inferred by any gertleman, in 
face of language like this, that it was the intention 
ef the President of the United States to have made 
a recommendation to which this ianate repug- 
mance exisis mm the minds of the people? 
It cannot be possible. 


ot the President 
removed by another portion of the 


nteation ‘ 


docu- 


ihe 


Mr. J. contessed he did not very clearly under- 
stand what was iniended by the President in that 
part of the mersage in which he “So also the 


Government may be justi in so discriminating, 
by reference to vther considerations of domestic 
policy connected wiih our manufactures.” If the 
President meant to assert the opinion that Con- 
gress possessed the constitutional power to lay dis- 
criminating duties with a view to protect domestic 
manufactures, then he differed with him toto ccelo, 
and ior the reason, whichappeared to him sound 
and incontrovertible, that at the precise point 
where mole le protection commenced, revenue 
ceased. The very object 
duties were imposed, was to exclude from the 
country the commodities on which the duties were 
laid, and on which revenue d 
laid for revenue were lor revenue alone. The ef- 
fect of the one was to promote commerce, to raise 
revenue to replenish the Treasury. The effect of 
the other was certainly to cripple, if not to de- 
siroy, both the commerce and revenue of the 
country. 

But if, on the other hand, the President meant 
to advance the opinion that incidental protection to 
domestic manufactures might result from discrimi- 
naling duties Jaid really for the purpose of revenue, 
then the question was presented in wholly a differ- 
ent point of view, and in one certainly less objec- 


tor which protectin o 


pended; while duties 


tionable. In no view thathe (Mr. J.) had been 
able to take of this subject, had he been able to 
perceive any sufficient reason why it should 


be taken from the Conmil'ee of Ways and Means 

Mr. HUNT (of whose remarks a better outline 
would be given but for the difficulty experienced 
by the Reporter in,heating) remarked that, from 
the commencement of this debate he had depreca- 
ted it; because it seemed to him that gentlemen 
were unnecessarily anticipating a subject which 
must, sooner or Jaier, come up tor the aciion of the 
House at ihe present session. 

He was a member of the Committee on Manu- 
factures, placed there by the will of the Speaker. 
Were be (Mr. H.) io consult merely his own case, 
he would be desirous that this subject (embarrass- 
ing and perplexing in its character as it undoubt- 
edly was) shou'd be referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. But, from the course which 
this debate had taken, he could not but understand 
that gentlemen were desirous of drawing out on 
this cor an expression of opinion as to the fact 
whether there Was any constitutional right or power 
in this House or this Government te protect the 
latbor—yes, the free and the slave labor—ef this 
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country as contradistinguished against the pauper 
labor of Europe. If there was any motive or ob- 
ject in the debate which had sprung up, it was to 
elicit an expression of opinion on this point. 

He had had no idea of entering into the argument, 
and should not have done so but 
vations had been made by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Jones] which he (Mr. H.) could not suf- 
fer to pass withcut aremark. He had repeatedly, 
year after year, made the declaration here, that so 
far asregarded himself—and he spoke the seuti- 
ments of a constituency partly agricuitural, partly 
commercial, and parily manufacturing, and one of 
the most wealthy constituencies in his State—there 
was no disposition to drive this subject of the tariff 
to any extent that any patriotic gentleman from the 
South would not assent to. He had said this much 
when the subject of the tariff was held up as the 
stalking horse to frighten men from their proprie- 
ty—that there was no desire on the part of the 
North to drive the protection of manufactures to 
an ex'ent offensive to enlightened and patriotic gen- 
\lemen from the South acting under the compro- 
mise act. He stood precisely upon the same 
ground now, and he believed that his constituents 
stood also upon that ground. Names sometimes be- 
came things. Gentlemen talked about protection— 
and they talked about revenue. Gentlemen got up 
here, and entered iato an elaborate argument in re. 
jation to protection on the one side, and revenue 
on the other, Atthe same time it would be found 
that those very gentlemen, wher they sat down by 
their own fire-sides and talked upon the subject, as 
American citizens, anxious to protect the labor— 
yes, the labor, slave and free—of this country, 
against the legislation of other countries, and 
against the commercial regulations and restrictions 
of other countries, would not differ. And his prin- 
cipal object in rising had been to ask gentlemen on 
all sides of the House, tariff or anti-tariff, whether 
coming from the north or the south of Mason and 
Dixon’s line, to put aside from their contemplations 
the charm of protection on the one hand, and reve- 
nue on the other, and to come up like sensible and 
patriotic men, like Americans, to the question of 
the protection of American industry, slave or free 
—from the north or from the south of Mason and 
Dixon’s line—against the legislation, the erders in 
council, and the restrictive legisla'ions of foreign 
countries. That was what he asked. He asked 
gentlemen to do this in aspirit of compromise—in 
a spirit of patriotism—as American cit'zens, with- 
ou! reference to geographical divisions. 

And here he felt it his duty to enter his protest 
against the doctrine which he had heard repeated 
over and over again yesterday, in the course of the 
debate, as to what might be the specific meaning 
of the President of the United States in that por- 
tion of his message which related to this subject. 
He spoke as the independent legislater of an inde- 
pendent constituency. And whilst he should at all 
times (as he had heretofore done) treat the Exe- 
cutive with the propriety, respect, and decorum due 
to his station, still, as an independent legislator 
here, he would never consent to look to the Whiie 
House, nor to Reports of Mr. Hume, nor to any 
other quarter, for lights to influence him on the 
question of protecting American industry from 
foreign restrictions and regulations. He would 
never consent to take the President’s recommen- 
dation as a rule of action by which his own con- 
duct or vote was to be governed. If things were 
to come to that, better would it be to abolish this as 
well as the other House of Congress. He entered 
his protest against all doctrines of the kind. He 
cared not what might be the meaning of the Exe- 
cutive in these particular passages. The Presi- 
dent had referred the subject to Congress—the sub- 
ject of the tariff, as it was commonly called; and 
the question which the Honse at present had to de- 
cide was, whether that subject should go to the 
Committee on Manufactures, or to the Committee 
of Ways and Mears. In this connection Mr. H. 


that some obser- 


adverted briefly to the complexion of the two com- 
mittees, and contended that, so far as affected the 
final action of the House, the result would be the 
same whether the report came from the one com. 
mittee or the other. 

Had any demonstration been made, or did gen- 
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tlemen apprehend that any would be made, in any 
part of this House, to force upon them measures in 
( 





elation to the proieciive sysiem which would be 

Vhere was the evidence of such de- 
r intention? He, for his part, held a middie 
Tae manufacturers, lik 


bnoxious? 


ign ¢ 
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ground. 





all oiher classes 
of men, were selfish—no more so than merchants, 
or planters, or agriculturists; and that was ail be 
meant tosay. But they were essenvaily selfish. 
Their interest required them to beso. As such, 
aud lock merely as manufacturers, he 
owed this class of men nothing, either as a legisla- 
ior oras an American citizen. But when 

men looked at thatclass of men es connected with 
the agricuitural and commercial interests, and 
with Governmentin al! its departments, could they, 
as politicians or as patriots, locking to the Uniied 
Sia'es and to the protection of the commerce, the 
agriculture, and the labor of our own country, say 
that this great class of men were to be neglected? 
And not only so, but that discriminating duties, or, 
in other words, discriminating legislation against 
them, was to be adopted by an American Congress? 
Because it amounted to that, according to the doc- 
trines which he had heard broached on this floor. 

Mr. H. proceeded to argue, With much power, 
that gentlemen were in fact warring about words, 
when they should be speaking about things, and to 
show the identity of intercsis which, in point of 
of fact, the South had on this subject with the 
the North. In this point of view, he iilu-trated 
forcibly the course pursued by England and France, 
in the incipient growth of the staple of cotton in 
their foreign possessions; deducing therefrom an 
argument in favor of the eccupation, alike by the 
North and the South, of a middle ground on this 
subject of the tariff, by which our own labor, fre 
and slave, without invidious distinction, might be 
protected against the restrictive policy of foreign 
nations. [Through these porticns of the argu- 
ment the Reporier cannot, at this time, follow 
Mr. H.] 

Mr. H. concluded by expressing the hope that 
this portion of the Message might go to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures, that having heretofore 
been the usual course of reference. 

Mr. RANDOLPH next obtained the floor, but 
gave way for a moment to 

Mr. MASON of Ohio, who inquired if it was 
now in orderto move an amendment to the reso- 
lution? 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order, an 
amendment now pending. 

Mr. RANDOLPH said that, being one of the 
Committee on Manutactures, and representing a 
people largely interested in the subject, he would 
crave the indulgence of the House fcr a few mo- 
ments. He rejoiced that the debate had sprung 
up thus early in the session. It would arovse the 
country to the importance of the subject, and awake 
from their fatal slumbers the numerous class of 
citizens whose interesis were at stake; for they had 
been slumbering on the very brink of destruction, 
as if all were sa‘e or all was lost. 

Mr. R. was also happy that this debate had not 
assumed a poliical east. The Souh, of all parties, 
had come out against ihe manutacturers; and 
thought this ought to show to the North, the Middie, 
and the West, that they should bury party distinc- 
tions and wnile upon an opposite course. He called 
on the iron-handed Democracy of Pennsylvania, as 
well as their political associates in other portions o! 
the Union, to go with him in sustaining ihe inte- 
rests of their own domestic industry. It ever there 
was a quesiion paramount to mere party considera- 
tions, this was one. It rode, and should ride, wi- 
umphantly above all such distinctions. And ii 
(said Mr. R.) the question now before us is to be a 
test, as alleged by the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Wisg,] let all North and West be arrayed on 
the true side. But there was no occasion for mak- 
ing ita test: the subject had always been referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures, and there it 
should go. But if it be a tes:—of what is ii? With- 
out looking to what had heretofore been claimed 
for the manufacturers, without waiving any cons'i- 
tutional or other questions, they now asked only 
that whilst so much revenue, and xo more, should 
be raised, as would be sufficient for the support o: 
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Government, the duties should be so arranged 
and discriminated as to afford a fair protection to 
ihe industry of the country. This ail must admit 
to be right and proper, unless they w: uid impose a 
mere ad valorem, horizontel tariff of duties. Between 
these two systems was the test, and om this question 
he understood the Presideat as going with the North. 
He says “So also the Government may be justified 
in $0 discriminating, by reference to other conside- 
rations of domestic policy conrected with our manu- 
factures. So long as the duties shall be laid with 
listinet reference to the wants of jhe Treasury, no 
well founded cbjections can exist against them.” 
He adds: “It might be esteemed desirable” not to af- 
fect the land bill. Thus he does not even limit the 
discrimination to 20 per cent. 
Mr. R. said he was aware that a certain news- 
paper, claiming to be the organ of the President, 
had puta different construction on the message, 
and had, by way of satisfying the Globe and its 
upporters, if he recollected right, put this as one 
of the cases where the President and the Globe 
supporters were twelve paces apart originally, but 
the President had advanced nine to meet them, and 
they were required to go the other three. He sup- 
posed, however, that the country must look to the 
m:ssage itself, rather than to the organ, for the 
President’s views, unless there were some on this 
floor, aS rumor said there were, who were autho- 
rized to say that the President, in the message, 
means not what Mr. R. and others contended he 
did. Were any soauthorized? Noanswer. Then 
there are none. The language of the President 
must be taken as broad as it stands, and his acts 
conform accordingly. The gentleman {rom South 
Carolina [Mr. Ruetr] had said that a tariff for 
revenue and one for protection were inconsistent, 
and the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Jones] had 


this morning dwelt on the same point. Tir. R. 
thought, with defereace to those gentlemen, a 
greater fallacy was never utiercd. Ti aiose frem 


not distinguishing between a duty that was pr: hi- 
bitory and one that was not. The dnty of three 
cents a pound on cotion was prohibiuory. It was 


purely a protective, and not in the least a revenue 
duty, whilst the duty on iron, woollens, silks, &c. 
not being so high as to be protibitory, operated 
both fer revenue and for proteciion. The increase 
of the duty increases the revenue, though, by de 
creasing the importation and enhancing the 
price, it at the same time Creates or increases 
the protection. The gentleman from Georgia 


[Mr. Meriwetuer] had talked abort the ex- 
ploded idea of a protective tariff. Exploded! 
When, where, how, or by whom? asked Mr. 


R. The first petition on record, and the second 
statute passed under the Constitution, were for 
protection; and from the period that ac! was pass- 
ed, to the present, through all the phascs of party, 
every Congress had, in some shape or other, recog- 
nised the docirine of protection. Other gentlemen 
had batded against the rule zuthorizing a Commit- 
tee on Manufactures. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Smitn]} had offered a resoiution to ex- 
punge it. Mr. R. regretted that he had withdrawn 
the resolution. The country would like much to 
have seen the vote on it; they would like to have 
koown who were for thrusting from Congress the 
large clazs of citizens interested in manufactures. 
Another gentleman had considered the rule a 
wooden horse introduced into the House. If so, 
(said Mr. R.) ithas been here a long time, more 
than twenty years, and has carried many a goodly 
burden. He believed almost every tariff biil had 
been presented under that rule. But (Mr. R. sail) 
he did not intend to go further into the debate. 
This was not the time to discuss the principles of 
a tariff. He would content himself, therefore, 
with simply assigning his reasons why this portion 
of the message should be referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures. In the first piace, the rule and 
the committee were creaied for the éxpress pur- 
pose; this was the committee to whom the subject 
had usually been referred. The Committee of 
Ways and Means bad sucha multiplicity of.busi- 
ness before them that they could not possibly give 
this subject the attention which it required. And, 
lastly, this was the appropriate committee, because 
the only question was, how you shall discriminate; 
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and as any discrimination must be for the benefit 
or injury of manufactures, of course the committee 
on that subject shon!d take cognizance oi it. 

Mr. J.R. INGERSOLL said the question in- 
volved was simply an inquiry whether the particu- 
lar part of the message now under considerat.on 
should be referred to one or to anether of two 
standing committees of this Flouse. The difference 
was simply this between these two committees: 
the one of them had been constituted, he presumed 
from its very name, witha view to a particular 
knowledge on the part of its members of a particu- 
lyr subject to which this portion of the message had 
reference. He would show, first, that the Commit. 
tee on Manufactures had a valid existence. It 
had been contended here that it had not, er ought 
no! to have, This argument could not exist were 
it not thata particular duty was not assigned to it. 
There was no assignment of duties at ali to the 
Committees on Agriculture and on Indian Affairs. 
No doubt existed as to its constitutionality, and as 
little could there be with reference to the true con- 
struction of the message. If a judicial eye should 
pass over the parts of the message that had been 
quoted, it would see that the intention of the Pre- 
sident was to unite in theory the reconciliation of 
increased duties, of an augmentation of duties 
with the protecuon of domestic manufactnres. It 
was not to be overlooked that the legal adviser of 
the President on this point was a citizen of Pern- 
sylvauia, a State where the doctrine was perfectly 
orthodox that such a reconciliation mav exist. 
Let the President's own language be its own expo- 
nent. (Mr. I. here quoted from the message, and 
referred to and briefly commented on its examina- 
tion by the gentleman from Virginia, Mr. Jones ] 
There could be no doubt of the intention of the 
President. [He further quoted warious passages 
in conneciion from the message, and then conti- 
tinued |] Heapprehended the President was en- 
tirely right in his idea of the possibility of a recon- 
ciliation between these two things, that gentlemen 
had deemed inconsistent. 

Whenever a change was made in the revenue 
plan of the country, there was not an 
ouse, Magic chavge from 


instantane- 
one state of things to 
another—not a deep, marked line, obvious and in- 
teliigible, when one state of things should cease and 
another begin; but there was a transition state. So 
with manufacrures: whenever, with moderation 
and judgment, the duty on articles was increased, 
the interest of the manufacturer was benefited by 
bringing into demand his manufactures, and bring- 
ing into use the resources of the country. How 
would it be with foreign articles? He then refer- 
red to various articles which, a few years since, 
it was thought, must be imported, our manufacture 
of which had now arrived to such a degree of per- 
fection that the American aiticles are preferred 
over the English. There was, therefore, whenever 
an increace of duties took place, a great abundance 
thrown on the American market by the foreign ca- 
pitalist, which at once pays the amount of in- 
creased revenue, cheapens the article in our mar- 
ket, and enables the manufacturer cf our own 
country—ihe home manufacturer—to see in the 
rainbow of hope a promise of the future excellence 
and advantage of his articles that foreign manu‘ac- 
turers cannot surpass. The two things, therefore, 
were perfectly recncile:ble. 

They had also been told in the course of the 
present debate, that there was nothing found in the 
Constitution of the United States relating to manu- 
factures. Press the argument home, and the Con- 
stitution would deny not only the Committee on 
Manufactures the exercise of any power, but to the 
Committee of Ways and Means the principal part 
of their duties also. Where do you find in the 
Constitution of the United S'ates an allusion to the 
Treasury Department, or any thing connected with 
the organization of the Departments of the 
Government?’ ‘The absence of this in the Con- 
stitution, and the presence of it in the rule was 
nothing objectionable. This was subsequent to 
the Constitution, and necessary to carry into effect 
the principles and intended practices of the Cons i- 
tation. Twoer three gentlemen had referred to 
the earliest tariff; it was important to press the facts 
connected therewith on the House, inasmuch as it 


| 
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had not only the sanction of the Revolutionary pa- 
triots, but was framed by the same individuals that 
had just framed the Constitution of the United 
Staies, and was found in the statute in immediate 
juxtaposition with the law which went before it, 
requiring of officers of the General and State Go- 
vernments that they should take oaths to support 
the Constitution; @nd immediately came the pre- 
amble to the tariff of duties referred to, which were 
levied in the first place for the support of the Go- 
vernment; in the next place to pay the cebts of the 
Government; and in the third place, for the encou- 
ragement and protection of manufactures, and are 
introdeced as circumstances worthy the considera- 
tion of the present day, and entitled to the respect 
of posterity. 

Mr. STANLY said, had he not known this 
House as weil ashe did, he should have been sur- 
prised at the range of debate taken on the mere 
question of reference. But he understood the ob- 
ject. They had seen the enemies of the Whig 
party—and he welcomed them to the strife—ied on 
by the honorable gentleman from New Hampshire, 
[Mr. ATHERTON. } 

Mr. ATHERTON inguired of the Speaker if this 
was in order. 

Mr. STANLY disclaimed any thing offensive. 
He saw some manifesting a dispesition here to 
raise acry thatthe Whig party desired to fasten 
on the country a protective tar ff, and the gentle- 
man from New Hampshire [Mr. Aruerron] with 
a zeal—a hasty zeai—for which he (Mr. S.) as 
a Southern man did not thank him, was endeavor- 
ing to protect the South; and really the discussion 
hac been quite amusing. He bad been amused to 
see how the “corpural’s guard” had taken sides in 
this matter. There was the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Inwin] yesterday made one of the 
most ingenieus, non-committal speeches, for a pro- 
tective man, he had ever heard. He had said the 
message recommended a prctective tariff, and 
did not recommend it; while another Southern 
gentleman disclaimed for the President all idea of 
encouraging domestic mauufactures. It was not 
for him (Mr. 8.) to settle this dispute between the 
two parties; he would let them discuss among 
themselves. He thought it a little unkind for the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania to note with such 
emphasis that a Southern Whig, from Georgia, 
had been among the first in attacking a protective 
tariff. Dz:d the gentleman forget some of his peev- 
Lar friends, bound to him by more ties than he 
(Mr. 8.) knew of, who talke: loud in disclaiming 
a protective tarii? Would the gentleman send 
wordin his speech that not cnly Southern Whigs 
are opposed to a protective tariff, but that some of 
his special, political, and personal friends were 
throwing themselves a step in advance of the Whig 
party proper, and disclaiming a protective tariff? 
He wanted the question understood. 

Mr. IRWIN (Mr. Sranty having given way) 
said he was not aware that he had made any such 
remark as the gentieman from North Carolina [Mr. 
STANLy | had understood himto make. He (Mr. 
I.) did not understand the gentleman from Geoy- 
gia (Mr. Fostzr] to confine his opposition toa 
protective tariff, but to deny the right to diserimi- 
nate, within the principles of the compromise act 
even, and in favor‘of domestic manufactures; and 
he was astonished to hear that sentiment expressed 
by a Southern Whig. 

Mr. STANLY said that was not the part of the 
gentienan’s remarks to which he referred. He 
(Mr. S.) thought the gentleman, in commenting, as 
he had done w.ti such emphasis, on the fact thata 
Southern Whig was opposed to protection, was en- 
ceavoring to hold up Southern Whigs to contempt 
to his constituents. If he (Mr. S.) had done the 
gentleman injustice, he was sorry. He ought to 
recsliec' that his own peculiar friends are taking 
the lead of Southern Whigs in opposing the pro- 
tective tariff. : 

The gentleman from Georgia had said that the 
Committee on Manufactures had no duties by the 
rnles of this House. [Mr. S. here referred to the 
Journal of the House, showing that in 1795a com- 
mittee appointed for that purpose had reported to 
the House the necessity of the Committee on Com- 
merce, among others, and that this committee was 
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expressly creat-d to have in charge commerce and 
manufactures; and thatitso continued till 1819, 
when the subjecis were separated, and the Comnrait- 
tee on Manuf clures app ile i I Wi io Ne 
thing. Tie framers of the Consiituwion in 
established the Comm on Man 
who now propuse to knock it 
Whig? No; one [Mr. Smiru} who 

that title, and did not want it, from a district o 
Virginia, near this } » Let that fact go to the 
people of Pittsburgh. The gentieman from Penn- 
sylvania had calied on Sou'hern Whigs to come up 
and stand by their standard. He(Mr.8.) did not 
know what standard they had Pittsburgh; the 
Southern Whigs in thisc me of their 
own, and he should like te call the gentleman trom 
Pennsylvania to come ani stand by his side in re- 
jecting Aboiition petit 
up. Let him come and help u 





A Southern 


never claimed 
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away 





But the gentleman fi m V rginia, [Mr. Jones,] 
the ex-Chancellor of the Exchequer of this House, 
had made one of those mild, gentle specebes here; 
who, with all his ability, one of the most plausible in- 
Sinuating ge men, sometim pul a Geceplive 
Stafement—ne Would not say intentional: y—bdelore 
the publi fe (Mr. S ) said again he weleomed 
the strife » the gentieman m Virginia—for 


with all hix« Loco F'oe 
sure in csiling bim a friend, and he wa 
so, he was willing to admit, as a Loco Foco eould 


be. He [Mr. Jones] commences an attack on 
this Administration, and taunts ws by asking 
‘“‘where is this great reduction of expenditures you 
promised us!” Beho'd how lap tale put 


him to the blush. The gentleman had said that the 
expenses ol 
three quarters amounted ; 
could not the gentleman s‘ate 
January to the 4h of Mare} 
Were 
tne expen 


Government nix year for 





exoent 


d, = 
pended before they came in power. 7 x- 
penses for the last quarter this vear were ¢ ie 
mated at seven miiliens. Takine away fr ie 
$24,734 346 the $4 027,166, t 829.707.189: to 


which, adding $7,290,723, t esiimaied ¢ 
for the last c ) 
$27,997,904. In the first place, he asked the gen 


qual r Of til year, it 








tleman from Virginia to com a 
thirty-nine millions expended « % 
Administration. How did this thirty-nine milli 

compare with the tweiv 1 a half to thirteen 
millions’ experdiiure of t] “ou'rageously profli- 


gate” Adm nistration of the ven rad'e gentiema 
trom Massachusett j i 
into power wilh h riends pro ne s 
ment and reform, and stay in power twelve years? 
Didit come in good grace for gentlemen in power 
twelve years, cont ng th House and the 
nation with an tron rod, to 
having been in power 
Wih = misunderstandinz 
among ourselves, so that rd . 
we are—to taunt us wiih increasing the ex 
tures? And this is created by the aprropriation 
which he (Mr. J.) and his party 
this twenty-seven millions come up? Who appro- 
priated the money? Did these appropriations come 


taunt us—nct 
1 


one snort year—anc 


enough and =  tronble 


from us at the ex'ra session of Congr —from 
avy increase of the army? WN hat was do - 
der Van Buren. Hlis venerable friend, formerly 


at the head of the Committee on Military Affairs 
ought to give th a m 
apprepriations outstanding on the 4'h of March 
last were more that 
and were the works of the last C 
last Adm 
majority; and it was for them to account for these 





stration, when these gentlemen hada 


appropriation wing so large an increase, Had 
the gentleman forgotten, ton, that when Mr. Wood- 
bury was the Secretary of the Treasury, he preach- 


ed to them to economiz id reform, and keep the 
appropriations within the ¢ 

gentleman remember the conversation on this floor 
between a distinguished gent 1 
phia, [Mr. Serceant,] now no longer a member of 
this House, when he asked him [Mr. Jones] if the 
appropriations had not already exceeded the esti- 
mates, and the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
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3 : ee Se 
and Mean: { they had, by something like a mil 


lion of dollars; and the gentleman from Maine, 
[Mr. Evans ji ic, asked him, ai { 
he Said tney m i i timat DY « iiie 
lion anda half of d ie (Mr. 8.) would 
read from a seport of that day, to show him tre 
unkindness in throwing these taunts on u ivir 


1 e — f ee 
S. then read the following: 


“On the 3d of March, 1841, Mr. Jones, chair- 


man of the Committee of Ways and Means, said, 
in answer to a question from Mr. Sergeant, ‘as to 
the probabl+ amount of receipts ‘rom the customs, 
every gentleman could judge as well as Mr. 3. His 
OWN OPInion Wat, that, owing to recent occurren- 
ces, they would probably fall far short of what had 
been formerly anticin: >q.? 

“Mr. J. admitted ut ¢ hoie amount anpro- 
priated by tLe bills and amendments would exce 


the estimates 


“Mr. Evans here observed thet the chairman had 
omitted some important item 
“Mr. Jones recollected that he vd ¢ tted one 


of $575,009, contained in the Navai Appronpriatio 





bill, ‘This would make the whole amount of ex 
ce-s shout a mill 1and a 

‘Mr. Evans said the to!al wonld be nearer two 
millions and ‘a hali He then went into an enume- 


ration of items, to show that this was a correc! 


statement. 


“Mr. Jones said he had p 1 only of bills from 

the Committee of W nt M 
Whe Beroonnt obanrved t iteeathitaes thu 
estima ve Secretary of > Tre o be 
correct, we should have this year bu 1 mil- 
lions from the customs, and thre nda half mil- 
lions from the public lands; and the sums already 
ated ¥ 1 exceed this amount by between 





During the | } i Mr. S.)« 
last Con a the re Van Burene 1 
and he | the ] r to I 1) 
vreat and 1 y Y Mi VW mal 
h imaies, > must not exeeed them; 
ind vet, e in } it, the ¢ rman 
the ¢ > { LY ‘ Mean y that 
tney we ( t r n I o'c 
Al Liow did th du the country? Wa 
h e in the estimat rr. W ood} urs ’s y 

imate for the Ficrida war? : 

[Mr. S. then read trom document No. 79, 26:h 
Congress, 21 session, a letier from the Secretary of 
War Vir. J. W. Jones, chairman of the Con- 
mittee of Ways and Means, in which, speaking ef 
the arrearage due to the F 0 he LY 











ihle vay” ‘urith a little @Aeley 
SS1lole ayo Viin as ittie Gelay a2 
practiceble.” With this letter, of the date of DBe- 
cember 17 1840, was transmitted the f wine 
statement, recsived from the Paymaster General’s 
office, November 13, 1840, of the dues to the Flo- 
rida troops: “For arrearages to the militia called 
into service to F rida, $221.224 02; and for ay 
} j of G- rvia volunteers fi rservie ‘ thr a 
in 1849, $28.446 C08; amonntine to 
699 10] 

ihurv. in shmi + lL, annua ectic 
( t yew } ont the mon wa i. 
¢ among other: } Ioht of 
e950 NGO t he Whigs party must be sad- 
died with ch which the Van Buren adminis- 
tration made Was i ind, fai “a generous, for 
the gentieman from Vire nia to impose on the 
9 e ‘ , ad 
country in th v2 Ia iy the t lve mil- 
lion lars public + and we should be able to 
rediuee th ; > ten or twelve mil 
lion 1s I > appropriations, therefore, 

were te 9 se debt crea the last Ada n 
tration i tv the Whie Cene! s, or since 
the Whig party had been i wer, He (Mr. 8S.) 
requested the gentleman from Virginia, therefore, 
to postrone } eensure until there was a fair trial, 


to see what the Whit 1 
retained their strength—if Loco I 
make too much inroad upon them, he trusted they 
would be able to give a good account. If they 
could not, let them be scouted out of power, and 
sunk, as he trusted they (the late Administration) 
had, in public indignation and contempt. 


irty wonld d 


and if 
Foeaism did 
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Mr. SLADE, having obtained the floor, stated 
that he wished to address the House on the subject; 
“anit ee 


labor 





ut, adoring uncel vere isposiion, Was Un- 
able to d at ni He accordingly 
moved that th LOU acjourn, Which was car- 
ri-d, and 
The House adjourned over to Monday next. 
i NATE, 
Monpbay, Deeember 20, 1841. 


The Senate met at 12 o’elock. 

(NG OF THE SENATE 
aa i ae 2 er) ® Awa ‘ . 
fem. andounced that the 


yy) Printing consisted of Messrs. 
C, at Y JUNG 
t { that the Chair would 





e 
sround that the 





committee wa ch character that it required 
ily and y a , and that he was al- 
charged with business than he could 

propertly atiend t j s compelled to give part 


of his time to this committee. Ele believed it was 











a committee, V a he duties assigned it were 
well attended to, woul y uctive of good. 
The CHAIR replied, that ut of his power 
to exense hii, and subs i the question to the 
Mr. LINN said that he would be very much 
disposed to gratify the Senator t, as the Senator 
himself had made the } tion for the appoint- 
ment of the commitice, he Ieit very reiuctant to 
iim. However, as he did not like to force 
nator tu atten busine ») which he had 
expressed a relactance, | voile in accord- 
ance with the tle *s re t 
Mr. BUCHANA said he would vote to ex- 
cuse the Sena rom North Carolina; but that 
Senator had en insirumental in bringing about 
e ormanization of the co e, and, as he no 
doubt ld 1 ea \ ybie and economi- 
cal memby of it, Mr. B. thought he should not de. 
prive the mmitic ry Hie was dis- 
po 1 to t ( wh views forashort 


time, by laying the foundation or basis of action 


for the eomrn : hy as might be prodnetive of 
ono The ventleman had all the glory Gi In- 
' iT, y the 5 nm creatit Ine committee, 


yuld participate 


or, Dy Sharing mits iadors, lor a 





small time at least 

The questi A ut being put to the Senate; 
and, there being b or LWO V in the afhr- 
mative, 

Mr. MANGU™ destined to press his request. 

TRE BANKRUPY LAW. 
W RIGH t' presented three memorials from 

a larce number of merchants of the State of New 


York. praying for certain amendmenis to the Bank. 
runt law, passed May 19, 1841. 

Wr. W. said ke had been requested by the mer- 
chants who ferwarded it, to have it disposed of in 
such manner, that the sucgesiions therein contained 
mizht meet the wishes « f He moved 
ine names, 


ihe Commitiee en the 


{ ‘on oress, 





that the petitions be printed without 


and be severally reierre 
Judiciary. 
By Mr. PRESTON: The petition of Theodore 


- 


yaillard, measurer } the port ¢ f Charl ston, 
South Carolina, praying th ywanece of certain 


fees withheld from him by the ¢ unting officers 
in the settlement of his accounts, under a construc. 
tion of the act of M 1835, rezuiating the pay 
of enstom-house ¢ he Committee 
on Finance. 





By Mr. PRESTON: The petition of M’Dowell, 
Hayne, and ¢ merehat n Charleston, South 
Carolina, praving ti eertain blankets imported by 
them into the I es after the ] October, 
134 & may n be ec? red Vv vhigher duties than 
were Imposed n t at 2 prior to the Ist of 
October, 1841: referred to the Committee on Fi- 


nanee. 
Also, the memorial of Maria L. Nourse, widow 
f Joseph Nourse, deceased, 
praving the payment of a balance ascertained to 
be due to her late husband on adjustment of his 
accounts with the Goverrment by the United States 
District Court of the District of Columbia: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and or- 


and representative 


et 





rl 


re 


=a eS HE 6 


vw~ 


to 











CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


dered that it be referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing to be printed. 

‘Mr. CALHOUN presented the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of Charleston, 
accompanied by a reportcf a committee of that 
body on the subject, praying for the repeal of the 
Bankrupt law. On his motion, the memorial and 
accompanying papers were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and to the Committee on 
Printing to be printed. 

Also, the memoria! of the Charleston Chamber 
of Commerce, submitting for the consideration of 
Congress a plan fer the esiablishing of a direct 
mail communication between the United States and 
foreign ports by means of steam vessels of war: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and to 
the Committee on Printing, to be printed. 

Also, a memoria! of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Charleston, praying the establishment of a post 
coach and mail conveyance from the head of the 
Georgia road to Memphis; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
and on his motion to the Committee on Printing to 
be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
merchants of Philadelphia, asking for several im- 
portant alterations in the Bankrupt Jaw, and re- 
questing a repeal of the actif the amendments shall 
not be made. He said that he was extremely hap- 
py to find that this inestimable class of individuals 
had at length found it to be proper to have a bank- 
rupt law applicable to banking institutions. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN: The memorial of the 
Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce, praying the 
reimbursement of money advanced by them for 
keeping up the light at the mouth of the Delaware 
Bay, and an appropriation for its future mainte- 
nance: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. BARROW: The petition of Jobn M. 
Bell, late postmaster at St. Francisville, Louisiana, 
praying the reimbursement of a sum of money ad- 
vanced by him on account of the Governnient: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also, the petition of Clark WooJdreff, praying 
that a patent may be issued to him for ceriain lands 
entered and paid for by him, at the proper land 
office: referred to the Committee on the Pablic 
Lands, 

Mr. BARROW presented the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Louisian’, with regard to increasing 
the salary of the Judg: of the United States dis- 
trict court of that State: referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, the preamble and resolutions passed by the 
General Assemb!y of Louisiana, requesting the 


Senators and Representatives of said State in Cons | 


gress, to use their exertions to procure appropria- 
tions for completing the fortifications at and near 
the mouth of the Missisippi, for constructing ves- 
sels of war, and for collecting a sufficient quantity 
of arms, ammunition, and other supplies, for the 
protection and defence of that point: referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, from the same source, requesting their Re- 
presentatives to use their exertions to procure a law 
requiring a steam vessel of war to be stationed in 
the Gulf of Mexico, and a steam ship within the 
waters of the Mississippi: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. CHOATE: The petition of Zachariah 
Jetlison, praying a remission of the duties ona 
quantity of leaf tobacco, imported by him into the 
United States in the month of December, 1832: re 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, the petitions of Thomas Hoskins and 
Raiph Hoskins, praying to be released froma 
judgment against them as sureties on certain cus- 
tom house bonds, on the payment of a specific sum, 
with interest thereon: referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of 
Jonathan Wright and others, of Spring Garden, 
Philadelphia, prayiug that the Constitution of the 
United States may be so altered as to entitle all 

men to liberty and happiness. 

Mr. KING moved that the motion to receive 
the petition be laid on the table. Agreed to. 

By Mr. KING: The memorial of the General 


| 
| 


| 
| 


1] 


Assembly of the State of Alabama, praying the 
establishment of a national armory at the Great 
Falis of ihe Tallapoosa river, in that State: refer- 
red to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. KING: The petition of a postmaster in 
Alabema, stating that his house was broken open 
and r hbed of fitty dollars belonging to the Post 
Office Departmen:; and, as the Postmaster General 
had no discretion to excuse him from the payment 
of this sum, he prays that Congress will pass a bill 
for his relief: referred to the Committee on the 
P. st Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. WOODBURY: The preamble and reso- 
lutions of a meeting held at Halifax court-house 
Virginia, expressing disapprobation of the late e x- 
tra session of Congress, and a strong doubt whether 
the measures then passed furnished the relief 
which was intended, and asking for the re-enact- 
ment of the Sub-Treasury law and a repeal of the 
Distribution act: referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. RIVES: The petition of Benj. Harrison, 
praying to be allowed the commission to which his 
late father was entitled by law on his disburse- 
ments asadeputy paymaster during the Revolu- 
tionary war: referred to the Committee on Revoilu- 
tionary Claims. 

Also submitted a document relating to fishing 
bounties and allowances: referred to the Commitiee 
on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, it was 

Ordered, Thatthe petition of Henry W. An- 
drews be taken from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of David Gelston be 
taken from the files, and referred to the Commi'- 
tee on Claims. ‘That the petition of Wiiliam 
Redmond be taken from ihe files, and referred to 
the Committee on Finance; and that the petition 
of Jobn Bosworth be taken from the files, and re- 
ferred to the Commitiee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. PRESTON, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Wm. De Peyster 
and Henry N.Cruger be taken from the files, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of John 
Burke be taken from the files, and referred to the 
Commitiee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of the trustees of the 
Birst Presbyterian Church of Elizabethtown be ta- 
ken from the files, and referred to the Commiltiee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, it was 

Orde; ed, That the petition of Jeremiah Bays 
be taken from the files, and referred to the Ceamaite 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, it was 

Ordered, That Daniel Steenrod have teave to 
withdraw from the files of the Senate his petition 
and papers. 

Oa motion by Mr. STURGEON, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of Robert 
Fulton be taken from the files, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. PRENTISS, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Charles M. Keller 
be taken from the files,and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Patents. 

On motion by Mr. 
was 

Ordered, That the petition of Horatio Alden and 
wife be taken from the files, and referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Albin Meckel, in 
behalf of the heirs of Madame de Lusser, be :aken 
from the files, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. KING, 

Ordered, That the petition of William Fisher be 
taken from the files, and referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. MOUTON, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of E. Gounon be 
taken from the files and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, 
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SMITH of Connecticut, it 


|| South Village, be t 
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| and others, 


referred to the 
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~ On motion 1 of Mr. PIERCE, 

Ordered, That the petition of a number of citi- 
zens of New Hampshire for the establishment of a 
pust route, be taken from the files and referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Gn malin of Mr. HUNTINGTON, 

Ordered, Tnat the memorial of Aaron Vail be 
taken from the files and referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, 

Ordered, That the memorial of the executors of 
Henry Eckford, and the memorial of James Me- 
Intosh, be taken from the files and severally refer- 
red to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Albin Mitchel in be- 
half of the heirs of T. B. De Sasser, and docu- 
ments, be taken from the files and referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Oa motion by Mr. BATES, it was 

Ordered, That the p2tition of the heirs of Pre- 
served Clapp, on the files of the Senate, he referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, it was 

Odered, That the petition of John Pritchett be 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making 


; au early appropriation to carry into effect the late 


treaty with the Miami Indians, and that document 
43 of the late session of Congress be referred to said 
commiitee. 

On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Pensions was 
discharged from the farther consideration of the pe- 
tition of Joseph Garrott, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Oa motion of Mr. PIERCE, 

Ceteee, That the memorial of Luke Woodbury 
for a mail route from Francistown, 
borox gw sonny, New Hampshire, to Antrim, 
aken from the files of the Se- 
nate, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mir. P. also presented the petition of Esther 
Town, for a continuance of her pension: referred 
io the Committee on Pensions. 

The following bills were reported on leave, 
read the first, and by special order the second time, 
and appropiiately referred. 

By Mr. WRIGHT: A bill to amend and con- 
tinue in force the act to incorporate the inhabitants 
of the city of Washington: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District ef Columbia. 

By Mr. CLAYTON: A bill for the relief of 
Charles ‘P. Sibbal: referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEES. 

By Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported back to the Senate, with an 
amendment, which was read, the bill for. the relief 
of Samuel Crapin. 

By Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, with an amendment, which 
was read, the bill to establish an additional land 
district in the State of Alabama. 

Also, made aa adverse report on tke petition of 
Isaac Thomas; which was ordered to be printed. 

Also reported from same committee, with an 
amendment, which was read, the bill for the reliet 


Hills 


of Freder ick Sangrain; accompanied by a report,s 


which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, reported without amendment, the bill for 
the relief of Henry Wilson, accompanied by a re- 
port; which was ordered to be printed. 

Also reported, without amendmeat, the following 
bilis, viz: 

A bill for 
see Railroa 


} } t 
A bill to 


the benefit of the Selma and Tennes- 
d Company; and 

authorize the Legislature of tha State of 
Louisiana to sell the lands heretofore appropriated 
for the use of schools in that State. 

Mr. HUNTiNGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back, without amendment, the 
bili allowing drawback upon foreign merchanJise 
exported in original packages to Chihuahua and 
Santa Ie, in Mexico. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions, 
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reported back to the Senate, without amendment, 


the bill for the relicf of Margaret Jamison. 
Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported, W out amendment, the toliowtng [ 





A bill grauting a pension to Dav ller; 
A bill granting a pension to William Rand; 


A bil! to provice for the allowance oi Ipval d 
pensions to certain Cherokee warriors ui der the 
provisions of the 14th articie of the treaty 
and recommended th passage. 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes, widow 





~ , 
of Elijah Barnes; and recommended that it pa 
with an amendment. 

Mr. BATES, fiom the Committee cn Pens 


reported, withoui amendme: 
A bill in favor of now; 
A bill for the relief of Joseph 
A bill for the John | ; 
Mr. EVANS, trom the Committe ot g nee 





’ 
reported back, witheviame nt, the bill making 
appropriations in paitior tt uy t of the civil 


cepartmé nt of the Governmet or the vear iS4v. 
Mr. E. asixed that it micht be considered then. 
Mr. KiNG asked if he righily undeistood the 
Senator as reporting back the bill witho e 
amendment that lop 1? it 4 
should be «bliged to ject to 1ts cons} athonuntil 
he had time to prepare an : 





not perceive the propriety of Congr ma! 
partial appropria for itself, and ne 

others. Heshould endeavor, by a separaie mo- 
lion, to do justice to those equally entitled. It w: 
well known that the g¢g ral appropriation bills 
are uniformly prow > jJatter pe 

the session— uenily til the very last week 
of the se-sion; and in consequence of that pr 
traction, the salaries of cl ant the elaims of 
others dependent on the action of Congress were 


thrown into the hands of brokers and shavers, whe 
eharged three per cent. per month for advances. 
The Senator from Maine remarked, U Ly 
that the reascn why the bill cid not cover the elaim 
on the civil list wa sat t s of 
partments were not yet | re Coner 
certainly, could be no exeuse; for, i Wi 
ought to operate agaiust t ik itvel if appro- 
priation in part con Be inade fo} movers of 
Cengress withont the estimates, why conld 


it not be made ; well for the oll 
known salaries and = claim on the civil 
list? The laws of the reeular sessions weuld show 
the usual amount necessary to appre te for tt 
purpose. Surely from that data en estimate 


ciently accurate cou an hot 
neral act, Which might be passed “ 


; 
- ’ . ‘ | . 4 
well as this nartial . Hen Lee} 


tice would influence the Sena‘e to mar h 
amendment aS Woul { Ca LRiO CHE the objet > 
had in view. If time were allowed, by 1 1@- 


ment, he would prepare an ame re} 

Mr. EVANS said that he had intended to aceon- 
pany the bi!l which he had reporied, witha wird of 
explanation; and |! 
ma had waited a moment, he w Ipot hs 
the remartis ‘o whi : 
Were not exactly called for. Undoubtedly a great 
reform was necessary 1n their i le of doirg busi 
ness, but, for several years past, it had been usua 
for Congress to mate appropriations of the cha- 
racter here presented. He eccneurred in the re- 
marks of the Senator from Alabama the other da 


i ; } - , ‘ 1 
nd that, he } tor from Alaba- 


yith regard to the early payment of all the officer 
of the Government; but he would here rem . 
that the Committee on Finance, of which he wa 
the chairman, were entirely unabie, at ehort a 


notice, to prupose such a billas the Senator indi- 
cated; and th:y, therefore, came to the conc] _ 
to have a conference with the Committee 0: ser 
and Means of the other He so as to have a 
general bill introduc d there to cover the objee 

suggested. A portion of the money to be appro 
priated by this bi asdue,and was wanted; but 
this was not true so far as the salaries of the 
officers of Government was concerncd; for tt 

appropriation made by the last 
tended through , upt st 
day of January next. No appropriations, there 
fore, for the clerks and others was  neces- 
gary to be made until the fist of February. 





the whe . year. 








But the Senator from Alabema said thatthe || 
Commi'tee on Finance cou!d have framed a bill 
tron rf ‘ f S, é i I 

must 1 t T i n ! r A a. 
How did ! ’ > A i'd tell bim, how- 
ever, that the Com ee on Finance here and the 
Commitice of V i Means in other 
House had been furnished with the estima on 
which the bill was founde Its well known 
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had said was that th tiee on Finance would 
confer with the rit of Wavs and Means, 
haviex th ” another bill, as 
the bet » to those whose 
claims wond f of February. 

Mr. KiNG t the gentleman then 
on'y intenced to r ne commit in the 
other Hou 3 het i smuch bet 

r t men‘ this | : casie na l 

ugh, than t r bill. He would 

ch haste with this bili? 

r afew days, and 

OE j erabraced im the 

} don t rnenditures of 

the last Con \ were then made 

rall the clai the Government. He 

knew that ex f tures—expend!- 

ty a wi! « . » in tifi Gant o 

penditures of the t extravagance—had 

crown ont of the extra ion, and had exhausted 

neent fund. ' " due to the print- 

:¢ last Coner been mentioned as out- 

bu! all the ot ur n rated by the 

amount > 150.000, originated 

in the extra se L. 4 claims on Government 

commence the momen! ! makes the appre- 
priation=. 

He would i ator whether he, in his con 
s ree, belies wa not Oo ame ded, 

nm appropi 1 would im: ely be made for 
these sa es? Ww he task of preparing 

> necessal : vould be laborious; but 
he was rea on undertake it. Ifthe 
Senate thought beiter ass the bil and trust 
to the influence of S. nator foranoiher appro- 
riation bill, Iie however believed the 
plan was {1 i esent bill. THe could 
not conclude 1% i ng he was rejoiced 
ec hear thate y wa editated. He knew 
that reform e { made, and he trusied that the 
acts of the gentleman and his friends would prove 
the sincerity of |} mse 
Mr. WOODBURY t attempts to have 
appr priations ma cord e with the views 
of the Senator from A hadoften been made, 
but always failed ion, six or eight 
ears ago, an a ’ advance of what 
would tall due en made; but he did not re- 
collect a cese { | ce. He appehend- 
that the . » the S nators couid be ace 
complished, and t C eculd now make 
Appropriation actually due; and be. 
fore more tecame could make another 
appropriati 4 ales would come in 
y the Ist of Jan t 1] thea prepare a 
land carry itt! vith A he only 
’ by aeo eres between the 

[* Wavs and Means 
i t Houses, the Go- 
‘ 1 the judiciary, 
| passec. one in- 
) { they sheuld b lelay- 
ri the ul appro- 
c ] 2 passed, 

t e t yy » 

He then Y one Congre 
using the unex: 1 m thec ngeit 

unds ap} nf rred ihat it 
was by of that | > that the 

nds ap ' he t { 
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Mr. KING replied that he would look into the 
appropriations made at the regular session, and en- 
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